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Bhupenda! Few impressions!!

The first song I heard was right after I
was born – my youngest uncle had been
playing a Bhupen Hazarika song on the
‘Gramophone’ – way back in 60s. The
background music of my sub-
conscious mind has been tuned ever
since to hundreds of songs sung by
Bhupenda. He has songs for happiness,
sorrow, romance, patr iotism, sarcasm,
nature, and what not... for almost any
occasion, one can say! Now, with only a
few of decades of my life remaining, it’s
going to be Bhupenda all throughout!

As a rustic young lad, my concept of
Bhupenda was an unachievable dream.
Then in 1978 I saw him performing live
for the first time at Rabindra Bhawan
in Guwahati, while I was a student at
Cotton College. In 1998, I met
Bhupenda in person after a show at
National School of Drama. When
someone introduced me as the then
General Secretary of Assam
Association, Delhi, he enquired with
such attention and earnestness, that the
melodious voice still resonates in my
mind.

Then came 2005! It was my 4th term as
the General Secretary of Assam
Association. The development of the
Srimanta Sankaradeva Bhawan, our
cultural centre’s construction was held
up due to paucity of funds. We ran out
of almost all our options. We had still

required more than 40 lakhs to
complete the civil work. One evening,
Hironda (Hiron Dutta of AIR) gave me
a call from the Ashok Hotel. He had
organized an appointment with
Bhupenda. My wife also tagged along
to meet the legend. I told him about
the project and explained how it would
become the hub of Assamese culture
in Delhi and how it is coming up as a
result of people-to-people
participation. Bhupenda told me in
Assamese, “Hobo diya, photok koi kiba
eta kori dim”. After few days we
received a confirmation note from
Kalpana didi for 18th October, 2005.

My President , Mr. B C Bora was
confident of raising the funds. We titled
the show as “‘Dil Hum Hum Kore’- A
musical journey from Brahmaputra to
Mi ssissippi”. We had a grand show in
Siri Fort auditorium to a packed house.
Bhupenda sang for whole 2 hours,
standing, even at his age. The huge Siri
Fort auditorium reverberated with his
deep voice. The sweet aftermath: at the
last count we found we had made a
surplus of Rs. 35 lacs, with which we
could start the functioning of Srimanta
Sankaradeva Bhawan.

I spent three days very closely with
Bhupenda, and gained an insight into
his persona. Once he told me how he
got about writing ‘Xhitore xemeka

raati…’ The tale goes thus: once when
he had been to Darrang College at
Tezpur, due to the students’ strike, he
had been put up inside a classroom. The
windowpanes had been broken and a
chilly wind was blowing through.
Bhupenda couldn’t sleep. Shivering in
the cold wind, he had taken out his pen
and paper and had then started
composing the legendary song…

About Rupkonwar Jyoti Prasad
Agarwalla (RJPA) Bhupenda said.
“Jyoti kokaidew was very stylish. He had
a huge palatial house. On the backyard,
he used to spend time under a rainbow
umbrella with a table and chair beneath
it. On one summer afternoon, when he
was having some brownish drink, he
called Bhupenda and asked him to taste
it. Bhupenda found it bitter and
Rupkonwar said ‘ei tu beer buli koi-
mod nohoi dei, bouwerok nokobi akow’.
RJPA used to tease Kalaguru Bishnu
Rabha. He was a giant man and had a
big thumb… ‘ee tabla phutabo….’”

Now that age has at last caught up with
Bhupenda, my last wish for him is to
bring him for 2-3 days to Srimanta
Sankaradeva Bhawan and do the last
‘adda and gup-shup’, before the doyen
sets in the horizon….

-Manoj Kumar Das, Delhi
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You are cordially invited to attend
Assam 2009

to be held in beautiful Colorado Springs, Colorado
on

July 3 and July 4

Tarali Sarma, the national (India) award winning
singer will entertain. Names of other entertainers

are being finalized.
Please mark your calendar. Vacation in gorgeous

Colorado before or after Assam 2009!

http://www.assam2009.org



POSOOWA w FEBRUARY 2009Page 4

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika: A cult figure
beyond our time

The song reverberated from the voice
of Dr. Bhupen Hazarika of Assam long
before Dr. Martin Luther King was
assassinated in America. Dr. Hazarika
was a true disciple of the great Saint
Sankardeva of Assam and was later
influenced by the philosophy of the
greatest cult singer Paul Robson of
USA. He transcended the walls of his
classroom at the University of Gauhati,
India in fifties of the last century and
took the high road to various corners
of the world. He traveled the world
from Arunachal to Chicago, from
Ottawa to Austria. He spoke of Gorky
while sitting at the grave of Mark
Twain. He not only acquired degrees
from Guwahati, Benares, and New
York (Columbia University), but learnt
from the streets of the world. Calling
himself a gypsy, he moved from place
to place not in search of a dream house
but to spread the message of happiness

“Give me a white man whose blood is white
Give me a Black man whose blood is black

You would get whatever you want
If you can give me in return”

(Jonab Fakir of Bangladesh)

of life to humanity. He always spread
the message of universal fraternity,
brotherhood, and emotional
understanding.

I met Bhupen  Dada, for the first time,
in 1955 at Calcutta Movietone Studio.
He was in Calcutta those days to score
the music of “Piyali Phookan”, a film
directed by another giant Phani sharma.
I was brought to Calcutta by
Lakshydhar Chowdhury to act in his
film “Nimil a Anka”. From that day
onward I became a fan of Bhupenda
and our association lasted till date.

To many people in India he is a great
singer. To some people he is a wonderful
film maker, to some he is an excellent
lyricist.  For some he was a dear and
respected teacher. But to us he has been
a cult figure who empowered our
generation with his voice, deeds and

writings. Whenever the country is in
turmoil he has been there to raise his
voice for the upliftment of the
downtrodden. He is a humanist per
excellence. The lyrics are his bullets and
his voice is the machine gun. He has
inspired several generations in India
through his lyrics, songs, films and
writings. Even in his late seventies, when
his comrades in arms like Hemanta
Kumar, Salil Chowdhury and Naushad
sahib retired as musician, his “Dil Hum
Hum Kare” took India by rage.
Unknowingly people started humming
the song from slums to palaces. His
greatest weapon is his system of
communication. He can communicate
with everyone of every age and can
persuade to his point of view at ease.
The mother and the daughter, the
father and the son are always competing
with one other to have a share of Dr.
Hazarika’s vocal tonic, companionship
and friendship. He was an amazing
personality. Dear to every  one.

It was his eightieth birthday celebration
at Guwahati in the year 2003. A lot of
his admirers attended a function atop a
steamer on the mighty river
Brahmaputra. On that day my poem,
especially wr it ten on Dr. Bhupen
Hazarika, was published by Homen
Borgohain in his daily newspaper Ajar
Asom. The distinguished novelist,
playwright and dramatist Arun Sharma
called me and said that he wanted to
recite the poem that evening. It was a
matter of great pride to me that one

Photos from personal collection of Dr. Mukul Hazarika, England.
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giant was paying respect to the other
all-time-great through the conduit of
my poem. I told Arun Sharma that it
would be an honor for me as well. After
the poem was recited, Bhupen Da
started his speech. As he completed his
speech a few people went up to the dais
to congratulate Dr. Hazarika. We    were
sitting in the audience that included
Pradip Baruah of Prantik, Pulak Lahiri,
Ishan Barua and many others. A young
boy of around 12 years came to us and
asked:

“Hello Koka, (Grandpa) can I be
excused?”

“Yes my son, tell me what do you
want?” quipped,  Pradip Baruah.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
“I want to get ahead a bit and…”, the
child told

“And where do you want to get to?”
Pradip asked.

“I want to meet “Bhupen Dada.””

We were not surprised. Always Bhupen
Hazarika had remained Dada. He has
retained eternal youth. Even a child can
communicate with him as Dada but we
have become “grandfather”. Though
biologically we were almost nineteen
years younger! This is the charisma of
Dr. Hazarika. In1956 his radio play
“ERA Bator Sur” was broadcast  through
All India Radio. Bupenda selected me
do a role in the radio play. Later when
he made a film out of it, Mridul Baruah
played the role instead of me! In 1977
when the Gramophone Company of
India brought a record of Assamese
recitation the responsibility was given
to me. I requested Bhupenda to score
the music of “Saptarshi” and to recite a
poem. He readily agreed and never
charged a fee. At that time he was the
most sought after singer of Calcutta.
“Moi Ek Jajabar” was all over the
country then:-

“I am a gipsy
 I scour the ends of the earth
But wouldn’t look for a home
From Luit  to the Mississippi
I marveled at the Volga
From Ottawa through Austria
I made Paris my own.”
(Moi ek jajabar)

Often we  marveled at how he managed
his time. He was sought after by the
communists in West Bengal, the
Congress always wanted him and the
BJP asked him to come to their side.
But Bhupenda always remained with
the mass. No Bihu celebration was
complete in Assam without Bhupendsa
and no freshman social was a
resounding success in Bengal. In
Calcutta all the employees associations
of merchant off ices wanted Dr.
Hazarika in their cultural shows. On
many occasions I was approached by
the McLeod Russell cultural association
to put a word to Bhupenda so that he
can accept the invitation to their
cultural bash. Bhupenda always obliged.
One day I asked him where from he
got so much vitality. He replied through
a lyric of his:

“The raging storm questioned
Tell me your due
I boldly opened the door of my mind
and said
“Give me your prowess”

The thunder roared:
“Tell me your desire”
I said- “Give me your powerful free
voice” ( Prasanda Dhumuhai Prasna
Korile Mok)

Perhaps Nature did accede to his
demand for it bestowed him his
powerful voice. It came naturally to
him. Whenever there was turmoil in
Assam, nay in the country he raised
his voice:
“Let my songs be
A profound assurance
Against  the pervading lack of trust.
Let my songs be
A hymn to truth
Against false imaginings”. ( Mor Gan
Hok)

His songs empowered us to raise our
voice. We were motivated to fight back
against corruption, terrorism and
social degeneration and poverty. Dr.
Hazarika is taking life easy now. He is
mostly in Bombay in the loving care of
Kalpana Lazmi. He feels reassured
there. But his mind always travels to
Assam. He keeps visiting the state to
meet his admirers and his sisters and
brothers. His sense of humor and wit
are as strong as before. Physically he
feels sometime weak but mentally as
strong as steel. Long live Bhupenda!,

our cult figure from Assam. Bhupenda
is as iconic to Assam as Rabindranath
is to Bengal and Robert Burns is to
Scotland, Tolstoy to Russian and Mark
Twain to America. He is a phenomenon
which arrives once in a blue moon in a
society. I was asked by a Bengali
journalist friend of mine to identif y the
best song of Bhupen Hazarika. I replied
that to us all his lyrics are excellent
because he spoke the language of
humanity. But to me his most
outstanding song is: “Bimurta
Nishate”…

“This my ethereal Night
Is a blue scarf
Woven of silence
In its folds
Tender breathing
And live warmth”.

This is the song Bhupen Da also loves
most. He loves all his creations. But this
song appeals to him the most. He sends
his greetings of the season to the
readers and editors of Poosowa when
he spoke to me last month from
Bombay. It is almost impossible to bind
Hazarika’s personality to any dogma.
He is free as a bird yet he would always
like to live amidst the humanity like
Wordsworth’s Cuckoo. It i s not
important where he lives now. But what
for does he live today? The answer is
simply he wants to live for the wellbeing
of humanity. Every Assamese loves him
and wants him back in Assam but is
there anyone to willingly take full
responsibility of his cerebral food,
mental agony and physically incapacity?
Yes, there is one who is an admirer of
his from her childhood. Kalpana is
misunderstood by most, but is admired
by Bhupen Dada. She is now a friend
philosopher and guide all combined
together. Let Bhupenda pass his days
with a sense of pride and happiness.
That would be a real tribute to his
personality who made world his home.

By G.P. Baroowah
Calcutta and Guwahati



POSOOWA w FEBRUARY 2009

Bhupen Hazarika’s songs in Sanskrit

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika’s beautif ul songs wit h
profound and impactful lyrics, sung with his
wonderfully memorable warm voice, have struck
a deep chord in the collective Assamese psyche
for the past seven decades. Ranjan Bezbaruah,
M.A., a talented young teacher of Sanskrit at
Nagaon Government Girls Higher Secondary
School, has translated many of Dr. Hazarika’s songs
into Sanskrit, the classical language of the Gods,
the primary source of modern Indic languages of
the northern and eastern Indian subcontinent. Mr.
Bezbaruah has been translating Assamese songs,
not only those by Dr. Hazarika, but also those
composed by creative giants such as Srimanta
Sankaradev, Lakshminath Bezbarua, Jyotiprasad
Agarawala and Bishnuprasad Rabha for the past
many years.
The song Bistirna Parare, Axankhya Jonore,
Haha~kar xunio, Nixobde Nirobe…has been
translated as Bistirna Pratire, Ashankhya Nrikrite,
Hahakarehyapi, Nihshabdan Nishprihma…
Similarly, the song Snehe amar xoto srabonor,
Dhraxar bristir plabon ane… has been translated
as Premabahati me, Shrabananam
dharasharabristi, Plabanasatam… In some ways,
the translations are facilitated because the lyrics
that Dr. Hazarika writes and sings have a fair
concentration of tatsama words. Dr. Hazarika’s
powerful vocabulary has been a blessing in this
translation project.

Mr. Bezbaruah has been translating, retranslating,
refining the lyrics and the music from 1999. He is
passionate about Assamese songs and his love of
Sanskrit. He is also a good vocalist himself. He has
been singing these songs on stage all over Assam
for the past decade.

Mr. Bezbaruah has visited Dr. Bhupen Hazarika
several times since the first time he had the honor
of visiting Nijorapar in 2002. He has Dr. Hazarika’s
blessings in his praiseworthy endeavor. Mr.
Bezbaruah has recently spent all his life’s savings
and has brought out a unique video album titled
Monomohini containing a presentation of a
selection of his Sanskrit songs. He sings the songs
himself with great flair. Ranjan Bezbaruah recently
visited the author in his Nagaon home and showed
the videos. The author wishes this earnest young
creative man best wishes for future endeavors.

Ranjan Bezbaruah can be contacted at
ranjanbezbaruah@gmail.com and also at (011-91)
94012-10402 or (011-91) 3672-284600.

By Jugal Kalita, Colorado
Bhupen Hazarika and Ranjan Bezbaruah in 2005

in Dr. Hazarika's Guwahati home

Page 6
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Mahakash, Mahasagar
Aru Bhupen Hazarika

"Mahakash, Mahasagar Aru Bhupen Hazarika", a recent release, a book
on critical analysis of music and lyrics of Bhupen Hazarika and his contri-
bution to the world of music with beautiful illustrations & rare photo-
graphs.

"Mahakash, Mahasagar Aru Bhupen Hazarika", most sought after book
on Bhupen Hazarika, authored by Hiranya Kumar Das, Civil Servant
Officer, was recently released by Gyanpith awardee Dr. Indira Goswami at
the Civil Services' Officers Institute, New Delhi. Noted Assamese writer,
columnist and artist Shri Ratna Ojha graced the occasion as the Guest of
Honour and presented a very analytical speech on various aspects of
Bhupen Hazarika, selected memoirs of his close association with Hazarika,
specially during 60s and 70s.

It is a book on critical analysis of music and lyrics of Bhupen Hazarika and
his contribution to the world of music with beautiful illustrations & rare
photographs.

"Mahakash, Mahasagar Aru Bhupen Hazarika", contains 23 chapters
covering various aspects of multif aceted genius as a poet, writer, journal-
ist, film maker, singer, composer and cultural ambassador of Assam to
the world. A chapter on his contribution to Bengali music & cinema is a
special highlight of the book.

The author has beautifully presented diverse aspects of
the immortal music created by the doyen of Assamese
music. It took the author about ten years in collecting,
compiling and designing the book. A must possession for
all.

Your can buy the book from M/s ANESHA ,M C ROAD,
BARUWARY, GAUHATI , ASSAM. Or contact the au-
thor directly at: hk_das1@yahoo.co.in

Photo:  http://bhupenhazarika-news.blogspot.com

Page 7
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Anyone in Assam wants to
apply for SEED Awards?

SEED (Sustaining Entrepreneurs
through Sustainable Development)
Awards 2009 are available for those who
have entrepreneurial or innovative ideas
that are locally driven and have great
potential to contribute to sustainable
development in developing and
transition countries. It provides such
individuals support to become
established and to increase their impact. 
Applications close on 16 March 2009.
Applicants are welcome to apply if:
1. You are finding new ways of
simultaneously improving incomes and
strengthening livelihoods; tackling
poverty and marginalization; and
managing and conserving natural
resources and ecosystems; and
2. You are developing a new concept that
brings together people and

organizations from different
backgrounds to work in partnership, and
partners are pooling their commitment
and human, financial, and natural
resources; and
3. Your project or enterprise is in the
early stages of development and keen to
increase its impacts; and
4. Your project or enterprise is locally-
led, with strong community
engagement, and takes place in a country
or countries with a developing economy
or economy in transition; and
5. Your project or enterprise displays
entrepreneurship in its broadest sense
and shows a proven concept that has
market potential; it must demonstrate
financial sustainability in the long term
and should have a draft business plan.
(Winners of the 2009 SEED Awards for

entrepreneurship in sustainable
development receive a tailored package
of support services, worth up to
$40,000, to help their venture to become
established and to increase their impact.
This includes access to relevant expertise
and technical assistance, meeting new
partners and building networks,
developing business plans and
identif ying sources of finance. The SEED
Initi ative was founded by IUCN, UNDP,
and UNEP to deliver concrete progress
towards the internationally- agreed,
aspirationalgoals in the Urn’s Millennium
Declaration and the commitments made
at the World Summit on Sustainable
Development in Johannesburg in 2002.
The deadline for applications is 16
March 2009. Detailed eligibility criteria
and application forms are available at
www.seedinit . org.

Ganesh Bora, Fargo, North Dakota

Seminar on higher technical
education held

An All Indi a Council for Technical
Education (AICTE)-sponsored national
seminar on ‘Future Perspective of Higher
Technical Education in Nor th East
Region’ was held at the Srimanta
Sankardev Kalakshetra recently under
the aegis of Shillong Engineering and
Management College, Jorabat, on
February 6th.

The seminar, presided over by CM Jha,
director of the institute, was inaugurated
by Dr NK Choudhury, former Vice-
Chancellor of Gauhati University.
Several eminent resource persons,
besides over 200 technocrats including
engineers, industrialists, private investors
in technical education, professors,
guardians and students, took part in the
meet, with some of them addressing the
gathering.

Dr Gautam Baruah, director, IIT-
Guwahati, delivered the keynote
address, touching upon various issues

such as the importance of quality and
quantity of HS Science Education,
opening of more PG facilities in leading
universities in the NE, to remove the dual
regulatory system of the AICTE and
University, etc. Dr UK Sarma
coordinated the seminar. 19 research
papers were presented.

The concluding session made several
recommendations, which include i)
setting up of a technical university in the
line of Uni-Tech of New Zealand for
affiliating all the technical institutes
offering certificate, diploma and degree
courses in the North-east; ii) ensuring
networking among themselves and with
industries, R&D institutes and
community centres, and to create a data
base of different facilities for resource
sharing, including meeting teacher
shortage; iii) maintaining accountability
of all participants to all stakeholders in
the technical education system for
ensuring quality education; iv)

enforcement on the part of the
governments making industries and
commercial organizations pay to the
universities in different kinds; v)
provision for a common admission test
for avoiding appearance in too many
tests by the students; vi) initiating
attractive measures to restrict flight of
teachers; vii) including IT courses in all
course works, etc.

It must be noted that a presentation to
the Chief Minister Mr. Tarun Gogoi in
Assam 2007, held in Washington, D.C.,
and an accompanying research paper
started the initial discussions on the
current state of technical education in
Assam and the Northeast. You can read
the initial article at tinyurl.com/bwussy .

Buljit Buragohain, IIT Guwahati



POSOOWA w FEBRUARY 2009Page 9

Book release function at Assam
Bhawan, Mumbai

A book release function was held at
Assam Bhawan, Mumbai on 22nd

February, 2009 to release Rothindranath
Goswami’s latest Assamese book
“Mumbai – Sagar Simonat Roi”. The
book was released by renowned
filmmaker Padmashree Jahnu Barua.

Mr. Trinayan Handique gave a brief
account of Mr. Rothindranath
Goswami’s literary contr ibution and
mentioned his journey during the last 25
years from the pages of ‘Mouchaq’, the
Assamese children’s magazine, to the
present. Sri Debasish Sharma, ACS and
Dy. Resident Commissioner of Assam
Bhawan, Mumbai, spoke on the occasion
and highlighted a few of Sri Goswmai’s
achievements. Releasing the book
Padmashree Jahnu Barua said that Shri
Goswami’s wr iting has unique
descriptive style and every paragraph
reflects the emotions and spirit of
Mumbai. To illustrate the writing, he read
out a few paragraphs from the book.
Shri Barua also recollected his initial
struggling days in Mumbai and said that
the spirit of Mumbai had always
attracted him. Speaking on the occasion
author Shri Rothindranath Goswami
recollected his journey to Mumbai in his
college days as an attendant to his ailing
mother and after a decade he was in the
same city for his official assignment.
“The name has changed from Bombay
to Mumbai, but the spirit remains same,”
he said. He also announced that the sale
proceedings during the book release

function would go to Deepsikha Cancer
Care Foundation.  Renowned actor Ms.
Piku Sarma chaired the book release
function. The function was held in a
jam-packed hall and the leading actor
of Balaji Telefilms Ms. Panchi Bora,
president of Shreemoyee Mahila Samiti,
Ms. Bina Saikia, General Secretary of
Assam Association, Mr . Deepen
Rakonwar, Renowned Cancer specialist
Dr. Tapan Saikia and many others
graced the occasion.  A book reading
session was held on this occasion.
The book, “Mumbai – Sagar Simonat
Roi”  is a collection of articles on various
topics on Mumbai. This book has
included 30 pieces about Mumbai,
dealing with the subjects such as rideing

on local trains to the celebrations of
Dahihandi, strolling on Juhu Beach,
exploring concrete cityscapes and green
spaces, appreciating cultural life,
searching book stalls and attending
book reading sessions, and studying six
sigma and dabbawalas, walking Dharabi
slums as well as the tourist spots of

Mumbai including Mani Bhavan. The
book contains one article for the use of
cancer patients who comes all the way
from Northeast for treatment in Tata
Memorial Hospital. The writer, during
his stay in Western Lines for 8 years,
frequented Prithvi Theatre and its
festivals, about which the book included
two write-ups. This book “Mumbai –
Sagar Simonat Roi” has been published
recent ly by Lawyer’s Book Stall,
Guwahati, a leading publisher in Assam.
Author Shri Rothindranath Goswami is
a geologist with Oil & Natural gas
Corporation, Mumbai.

Debojit Sarma, Navi Mumbai

Letters to the Editor

Expanding Engineering. Education,
POSOOWA’ Jun’07,

Ref: In line with the earlier letter to the
editor on the subject in the Nov’08 issue
of the POSOOWA,
 
Dear Sir,
 
The Hon’ble CM of Assam has recently

announced that  second shift classes will
be commenced in the existing engineering
colleges of Assam which have sufficient
infrastructures and facilities to
accommodate optimal nos. of students as
per the notification of AICTE.
 
For your kind information, one of the three
new engineering colleges is commenced
functioning at Kokrazhar, the second is

being demanded at Dhemaji and site
selection is not done for the third though
it is being variously being mentioned as
Jorhat or Hailakandi. We thought that
Bokakhat would be the best location for
the third.     
 
With regards,
 
Abhayananda Medhi, Numaligarh
February 7, 2009
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Dear Friends:
 
With a heavy heart I share the extremely sad news that our very
own Jit da (Ajit Pho okan ) and Rose Phookan’s daughter
Reema expired suddenly on Thursday evening of January 29,
2009 at University College Hospital, London. She was 33.
She left behind her husband Darren Taylor  and her daughter, 5
year old Amelia.
 
Reema had just started her PGCE (Post Graduate Certificate
Education) training course in September, 2008 at the Institute
of Education, London.
 
Cremation w as perfor med on Wednesday, February 11, 2009,
at 11:00 AM at the Islington and St Pancras Crematorium, East
Finchley. The reception was held at the Three Oceans, North
Finchley.
 
May her soul rest in peace our sincere thoughts and prayers are
with the bereaved family.
 
Regards
 
Rini Kakati 

Reema Taylor passes away

ISS Astronaut in teracts with
Manipuri students

“NORTH EAST India is among the most
beautiful places and that the best thing for
the North East region of India is its rich
natural resources, take good care of it,” said
astronaut Edward Michael Fincke while
talking to students of Manipur from the
International Space Station (ISS) on Sunday,
February 8, 2009.

The historic event was organized at the
Central Agricultural University (CAU)
Manipur, in Imphal. It was sponsored and
coordinated by the Friends of Assam and
Seven Sisters (FASS).  Fourteen students
from the state spoke to the astronaut.
About 400 students including some
schoolteachers attended the event.

The talk lasted for about ten minutes
during which the son in law of the North
East, also the commander of the Expedition-
18, expressed his desire to visit Manipur if
possible in the near future after completing
his mission. “Manipur is very close to
Assam, lets see what we can do and I will
try,” Fincke added when he was being asked
by a student for any chance of visiting in
the state.

“Kumrumjari, Aphaba Oiyu and

Thagatchari” are the three words he
uttered, when he was asked whether he had
any idea of Manipuri language and the
whole room burst into applause. Fincke
revealed that during their frequent passing
along the North East area he can see Loktak
Lake which is very beautiful when seen from
space, however it is most of the time foggy,
he added. Mike Fincke also shared his
experience of being an astronaut and their
mission in the space during the talk with
the students. When asked about giving
words of hopes from the ISS for the North
East he said, “Since my childhood I aimed
to become an astronaut, I never gave up, I
work hard to achieve my dream and so as
you.” Being inspired by the historic event
of talking to the astronaut, many Manipuri
students expressed their desire to become
an astronaut someday.

Interacting with the media persons to share
there experiences after attending the space
talk one Santila, an eleventh standard
student of JNV Khumbong school said, “I
feel that I am the most luckiest person today
for being able to attend the space talk, I am
thrilled to hear an astronaut from outer
space for the first time of my life, my aim in
life is to become a doctor and now I am

looking forward to become one.”  A tenth
standard student of Nirmalabas school one
Jenifer has to say this,  ”I always dream of
becoming an astronaut and after attending
the space talk I am more inspired and
determined to become an astronaut.”

While terming the event as the historic
event in the history of Manipur, the Dean
of the CAU, Manipur said that the “thanks”
should go to Mike the son in law of the
North East. He also requested Mike for a
visit in the state of which the astronaut in
positive manner replied “Thagatchari
(thanks)”.

Rajen Barua, Texas
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Final resolutions from the recently concluded Axom Xahita Xabha annual meeting in Dhemaji
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An invitation to be part of
Global Bihu Celebration in April 2009

Assamese communities worldwide celebrate Bihu in the same
gusto as back home. To showcase the events across the
world, a Global Rongali Bihu Sanmilan, is being held in
Guwahati on May 3, 2009. The event will be attended by a
huge audience accompanied by well-known personalities of
Assam.

3 satellite TV channels in Guwahati will cover the event. A
live webcast of the event is planned which will be available at
all Assam related portals: www.assam.org,
www.guwahati.com, vendanti.com, etc.

The event is being organized by Vedanti Net in collaboration
Leo Advertising.

This article is available online at:
http://www.posoowa.org/2008/11/30/let%E2%80%99s-
celebrate-global-bihu-in-april-2009/

Here’s  what to do to:
1. Record your event using a Handycam. Transfer the

video into your computer, preferably in mpeg
format.

2. Please prepare an agenda of the event beforehand
and circulate among the participants, guests. A
detailed report of the event may be prepared after
the event is completed. This should be sent along
with the video; copy of the event celebration
committee must be attached - this can be prepared
like details such as

a. Present members of the committee,
b. When was the committee formed initially,
c. The details of the present cultural

sequences that was recorded in the video,
d. Names of participants
e. Any milestone of the committee.

3. Recorded video should not be more than 30
minutes of playing time and should be recorded
preferably at HD format or high resolution and
correspondingly compressed in mpeg2 format. If
any editing is required, it may be done but file
attribute should not be made read-only as further
editing may be required at our end.

4. While recording care should be taken so that
a. There is enough indoor lighting,
b. No meaningless panning, jerks or

vibration— better if the camera is kept
steady in a stand within 5 meters of the
area of presentation

c. Individual deliberations should be zoomed
to half bust position so that the face
becomes prominent and occupies at least
60% of camera exposure area.

5. Please do not try to put text animation or effects on
top of video, this normally disturbs the exposure.
Preferably, no text / graphics should be embedded
on video; we only need clear and clean steady video
with noiseless audio.

Optional:

· At least one member of the designated Bihu
committees may come live on the scheduled day of
Global Bihu 2009 (date will be announced soon).
Time should be made keeping in view that it would
coincide late evening or night at Guwahati so that it
can be shown live here.

· Please be online, arrange a web camera and make
sure it works: Please test it beforehand.

· Please be ready in advance. We invite you to be live
along with your family and friends. Better, if you let
us know your preparation for live presence and
about your possible friends/family. Also, it will be
good, if you please send us a small note about
yourself/your family. This will help is to prepare
texts to be announced during the event.

Bihu Greetings

· If there is no organized Bihu celebration in your
area, don’t worry! You may recorded a video
message – an example may be: ‘xamuh  razoloi
rongali Bihur xubheshya jonalo’ – Please tell us your
name with a very short introduction. Please use
your creativity! Please keep it short.

· For couples, we invite you both of you to come on
the video along with your children in the video.

Fur further information and any technical assistance, please
contact Babul Gogoi (babulgogoi@hotmail.com or call:
+91-9868182079).
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Advertise @ Posoowa

Posoowa provides opportunities for

commercial or non-commercial  adver-

tisement that reaches the Assamese

communit y living all over the world. We

seek advertisements so that we can keep

bringing Posoowa to you every month.

Please contact :

Jugal Kalita:

jugakalita@yahoo.com

Please consider donating a small
amount every time you submit a

story or have your writing
published in Posoowa. Make
your contribution at Paypal,

whether it’s $5 or $10 or more.
We have been publishing

Posoowa every month for more
than five years bringing you news
from all around the world. If you

want Posoowa to survive and
thrive, please do it!!

At www.Paypal.com, please send
your contribution to

jugakalita@yahoo.com

Research Scholar from Thailand,China, Germany and Japan
were present in the 70th session the Biennial Conference of the

Asam Sahitya Sabha at Sukapha Pathar Samanway Kshetra,
Dhemaji

On sunday (15.02.2009), the souvenir (DHEMAJI) of the 70th
Dhemaji Session of the Biennial Conference of the Asam

Sahitya Sabha was inaugurated by Dr Girish Sharma at Sukapha
Pathar Samanway Kshetra, Dhemaji.

Padma Shri Dr. Birendranath Datta inaugurated the

Alcheringa’ 09 

(http://www.alcheringa.org/alcheringa09/index.html  ), the

cultural festival of Indian Institute of Technology ( IIT )

Guwahati on January 29 at IIT G auditorium. Photo by

Buljit Buragohain.
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Assam Society of America
PO Box  254
Mays Landing
NJ 08330
USA

Editor of thi s Special Issue on Bhupen Hazarika: Himendra Barthaku, Boston, USA.

Posoowa is published monthly. Ganesh Bora, on behalf of Assam Society of America, has published this issue of
Posoowa. The editors are Ankur Bora (Texas), Babul Gogoi (New Delhi, India), Ganesh Bora (Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma), Jugal Kalita (Colorado Springs, Colorado, Editor-in-Chief ), Kaushik Phukan (Seattle, Washington),
Manoj Kumar Das (New Delhi), Rini Kakati (London, UK), Sanchayita Sharma (London, UK), Satyam Bhuyan (Ames,
Iowa), Umesh Sharma (College Park, Washington D.C) and Umesh Tahbildar (Princeton, New Jersey).

ASA Executive Committe e: President: Dr. Ganesh Bora, Fargo, ND; Past President:Mr. Dhruba Das, Coatesville, PA;
Vice President: Dr. Samar Jyoti Bhuyan, Phoenix, AZ; General Secretary: Mr. Utpal Borah, Glenmoore, PA. Executive
Members: Mr. Kedar Bhuyan, Mays Landing, NJ, Dr. Nilakshi Phukan, Raleigh, NC, Ms. Bornali Talukdar, Omaha,
NE, Mr. Arindam Barkataky, Orlando, FL, Mr. Probal Tahbildar, Kendall Park, NJ.

We invite contr ibutors from all over the world. We appreciate your valuable feedback, comments & suggestions, and
of course, news from your part of the world for inclusion in the coming editions. Please send your written contributions
to  posoowa@assam.org. If you prefer, you can send your contr ibutions directly to any of the editors listed above as
well. Any contr ibution must be 750 words or shorter in length. Please include a scanned image of the author. We also
request you to submit other pertinent photographs if possible.

Visit www.Assam.org and its sister sites:
www.Guwahati.com,  www.Shillong .com

www.Bihu.in, www.ClassAmigo.com, www.Melahi.com


