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A tribute to the dead and injured in the recent Assam bombings and hope for peace and a
bright future for its people. lllustration by Chandan Mahanta, St. Louis



park my scooter below the Ganeshguri
flyover. Our architectural office was @ove

Canara Bank and we used to park our
scooters at the EXACT site where the
terrible blast happened. Sometimes, thrice

f h in a single day would we be parking our
Messa‘ges rom Around t e scooters there, as we moved in and out of
. office.
World condemning the recent | .
The Riha, Mekehla, Pator clothes shop line
: in front of the church a Fancy Bazaar
Assam bO m b I n g S Last year at home, my sister and wife went
. . to buy clothes from there. My sister had
Cont_rlbut_e _to Assam terror victims: o comically sweet talked the young salesman
http://www.justgvi ng.com/helpassam bhs tvictim into reducing his prices. Now, gone... s

young face still before my eyes. His shop,

. . ) ) his clothes, the entire row of shops blazed
Assam Society of America (Axom Sangha)l fervently started calling up my sister but 4t in a fire of hatred. bloodlust. CIM

along with others condemn the recent couldn’t get through. | tried calling my court, where we regularly visit for
serial blasts in Assam. It was a barbaricfather, my mother, my relatives, my numerous registrations, etc, on a peak
incident where more than 88 people died friends, but found the all phone lines workday... e blasts had teen alculated
and numerous injured. We urge the jammed. In desperation, I tried calling up {5 5chieve Maximum Damage!
government to take strict measures to from different Vodafone, Réance RCO's,

prevent further attacks in Assam by the but it was the same. | called up uncle in Neyer before had | been shaken up so
terrorists and bring the culprits to justice. Jorhat to see if could get through, but he 1, .ch. These blasts had shaken the roots
The government should not take into called up sometime later to say all the lines ¢ my very existence.

account caste, religion and national to were jammed.

curb violence_. We are with the people of ) ) Could I really afford to be blind, detached,
Assam to build a peaceful state and sail toThe swveat of animal far, panic began anymore? When the exploded, mutilated
prosperous future. | would also request trickling down my spine... bodies of my close ones lie before me...
people all over the globe to donate for would my alligator tears rally mater..??
rehabilitation of the victims. Later when | rached Rkimi’s place, he

and her moher's e/es wee riveted tothe | gecided to be involved, active and
TV.Isavanimagehat seemed like asene 5iached. | called up my close contacts in
out of Iraq...my ever familiar Ganeshguri \ arious political parties and discussed
flyover, amidst billows of dark smoke.  {hese piasts. But suprisingly, though
Gradually, the image of bumt bodies, jiticians they were, but as my well
annihilated cars, shattered structures \ishers (yes, surprising, politicians are
started appearing. Charred bodies, angryp mans too) they advised me NOT to join
m_obs, outrgged public stoning fire any party.. neiter their own, nor others.
brigades, a city gone amok! They said | would be soon sucked into the
political vortex, and my attachment to my

Suddenly Rikimi got thru to my sisters pomejand would exploit to serve political
Dr. Ganesh Bora number from her IDEA mobile. A ilieu. After three days of dilemma

President, Assam Society of America  network tha_t had u_ndependable network conflict, pent up rage, resentment,
had turned life saving when all others had ¢ stration | decided to take some baby
failed. | found that my sister was safe, SOsteps. | joined up several online
. were my parents. | started calling up my communities like Assam, Axomiya,
Be |nVOIV ed 1| close friends, relatives and heaved a sighg,wahati etc etc. | started my OWN online
.. of relief each time | heard a familiar voice ¢qpm/ community both on Facebook and
On 30th Oct, mid noon, New Delhi, | was ©N the line. ¥t one more alive, andter o yt, named Indians for Assam. ithin
headed to visit a fiends ster, Rkimi, who ~ Survivor. Rkimi and her mom ao got e gay of its birth, 89 members joined.
had broken her ligament and was resting through most of their relatives, friends, 24 all posts. Some political persons had
a home. On he way, a phone all came none had perished in the blasts. Thankfully 5jine chats with me. No longer am |
from my friend Leon in Mumbai. He had ! thought.... detached, indifferent anymore!!
seen TV news about serial bomb blasts in ) ) )
Assam, and wondered if everyone was safé\[ter & while realized how many friends | | gecided that | would DIRECTLY,
at home. Bomb blasts had become al'@d, how many associates, neighbors angyjyiqually, participate in ANY process
somewhat regular thing for me, whether familiar faces in my hometown. How could 4t involved awareness, attachment, and
| was in Delhi or in Guwahati, so | casually | €Ver be sure ALL of them had survived g¢tion to our troubled Assamese
replied | would check up on it. Then he these terrible blasts?? Vés | really in the  homeland. Its no longer they”, “the
also added that he had tried calling my ‘S&& zone™? Tis time my immediate  oyemment”, “the political parties” ..
sister in Guwahati to see if she was safefamily, dose friends had suvived these  5,ymore. Its YOU and ME, a handful of
but, had been rather surprised to find her blasts. But for HOW LONG? How long pothered, attached, involved Assamese
mobile switched off... in the middle of the P2€fore a terrible phone call came from 4 has 10 participate in change directly!
day! Suddenly my stomach churned with home and my turned life upside down..???
uneasy dread... It’s up © EACH one of w5, now. In your

During the last two years, whenever | wasqyy capacity, WHATEVER you @n
in Guwahati for months, | used to daily
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WHEREVER you are, whatever options areAssamese expatriates in the United The Chief Minister Mr Tarun Gogoi's

available to you: Partcipate, involve, Kingdom. We strongly cndemn the media statement claimed that bombing by
promote, scream, shout, serve blaststerrible acts of killing innocent people by terrorists is happening everywhere in India
victims, write, speak, associate, fund,any groups holding such ideologies or and the impression he gave was that it will

initiate, insinuate, form groups, beliefs. Our sympathies and hearts go tohappen in Assam also. This remark,
whatever... Exert YOUR Assamee the families of the people who died and unsurprisingly a remark one might expect
Identity! also those injured by the bombings. from a politician who wanted to wriggle

out of the responsibility of being
Doing wrong things are bad. But doing Besides bringing anguish to us all, it alsocomplaisant, became known following the
NOTHING is even WORST. Indifferent raises questions about the Assamrecent bomb blasts.
is the WORST crime. Don't be indifferent, Govemment’s ingtitude in preventing
detached, least concerned. Make Assam &iolence at will by the terrorists in Assam. It is understood the Assam Government
part and parcel of your daily life!l! Itis now understood that a new terrorist does not have an effective framework of
Otherwise... we're a LOST race!! group has been formed who claim law against terrorism. This means it has
responsibility for the blasts last week. Our no law to implement or exercise effective
concern is for the inability of the means for a dedicated security force to
government of Assam in handling engage in processes against terrorism.
terrorism in the state. The simultaneous The only means the Assam Government
blasts last week raises the question of howhas at the moment we believe is only an
did the emergence of a new terrorist group ordinary police force ill equipped, ill trained

DO something.. ANYTHING!!!

DON'T SIT THERE BLAMING and
COMPLAINING!! IT DOESN'T HELP!!

Adim Phukan, New Delhi

Killing of innocent
people by terrorists

in Assam remained un-noticed and how and above all inefficient to combat

the daborate planning of bst week’s

terrorist activities by a sophisticated

bombing at the heart of the capital of group.

Assam went undetected by
government intelligence?

the

Mr Tarun Gogoi's sttemert, ater the
recent blasts, merely suggests that Assam

Reaction from the Assamese community If the Government was aware of the new Government will take every action to find
terrorist group at all, why did they fail to the terrorist group responsible and ‘if
take effective action in time? Why were necessary to seek help from the central
The mass murder of innocent people by no measures taken to disband andgovemment in this mater. This suggsts
terrorist bomb blasts last week in Assam neutralise this group to prevent the probably indirectly govenment’s inability
has brought deep sadness amongstombings?

of the UK

Peace, Peace, Please,

Please, Peace, Please,

Theres mething we $iould do
That’s not keen done
Something we can win

That’s not keen won

Something we can SHOUT OUT
To end all heir brutal war-games
We Want Peace

Case for war was fake,

Don't let it fade

More lives can be saved

Got to be brave

Something we can shout out,
We want peace, and we \ant it right
now

Talking is Free

All we want is Peace

All we need is Peace

All we ask is Peace, Please
Peace is all we want

All we crave is Peace

All we miss is Peace

All we lack is Peace

Peace is all we want
Something we can ask,

Before it's blown

Something we can grow

Before it's gown

All we want is Peace (Please)

Small green shoots of Peace
To educate next infancy
Believe me

All we want is Peace

All we crave is Peace

All we wish is Peace, please
Peace is all we ask

It's not a big &sk

Believe me

It's easy.

All we want is Peace, All we want is
Peace,

All we need is Peace, All we need is

Peace.

Peace is all we want,

Peace is all we want

Peace is all we need,

Peaceis allwe need..................

Please pray for the eternal soul of
those who died during the 30th
oct’08 blast in Assam and speedy

recovery of those who have injured.

Please light a lamp in front of your
house for the soul of the innocent
people who are affected.

Regards

- Karuna Brahma, Bongaigaon

to address this matter effectively on its
own. Such a statement was not sufficiently
consoling nor has it generated much
confidence in the public mind especially
in the minds of those who lost their dear
ones

Serious questions must also be raised for
the reason for the delay of help arriving at
the scene of the carnage last week and the
Govemmernt’s plans of hép for the victims

of the blast. Is there a mechanism in place
by which the victims and their family will
receive help from the government? If so
how will this work and by when? This is a
matter of utmaost necessity and ugengy.
The authority must show willingness to
address this matter quickly with
compassion and ugengy.

It has been reported that it took more than
15 minutes for any emergency services to
reach the scene. This includes the police,
the ambulance service and the fire service.
How can this happen? Important services
like the fire brigade and ambulance not
arriving in time in matters of life and death
is unacceptable. The public have the right
to know why. Has the govenment
reviewed the operational logistics of these
services?

There is a small but significant operational
issue which the government might wish
to take the responsibility for and use its
available resources appropriately to fulfil
it. The issue in question is to educate the
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public in civic responsibility of allowing We would like to express our depest
the fire brigade and ambulance priority of condolences to all the families of the Assam is once again burning in the flames
passage through the road when victimsof the tragic serial bomb blastsof terrorism. Once again, hundreds of
responding to emergency calls. Thisin Assam. innocent people lost their lives or were
simple measure would facilitate maimed for life; the lives of hundreds have
unhindered passage and swift arrival of Words @nnot even begin to express our changed forever under the brutal
these services at the scene. Surelyorrow at this senseless incident. This isonslaught of these heinous and dastardly
educating the public in such matters is a very sad incident and we condemn thisacts. In these times, we all should unite
far more desirable and important than activity as a henious crime committed and appeal for peace, humanity and fight
educating them to give priority to the against humanity. We are abko terribly this evil of terrorism that threatens to rip
govenmernt official's personal véhicles that  shocked along with rest of the world and apart the vely foundation of our society.
thunder along crowded roads with sirens express solidarity in the grief of the near
blasting and accompanying police and dear ones of the victims.

motorcade back and front.

Under the circumstances, we the
Assamese community of Bangalore
May God give eternal rest to the souls ofdecided to organize a condolence meet and
There has been inexorable demographicthe demised. a candle lit Peach March in a show of
change in Assam due to the rapid growth solidarity, unity and supprt for all those
in the population of illegal economic people back home in Assam who has lost
immigrants from Bangladesh. These their lives, who has lost their near and
immigrants brought with them their dear ones in these inhuman ads of error.
religious beliefs and customs and are
unwilling to integrate with the local
inhabitants. Besides, allegedly they are
gradually encroaching once public
common lands for their own possession
and habitations depriving the locals and
their animal stocks free range of Prodip Chandra Borkakoty
movement. These illegal acts are causingon behalf of Shanghai Ahomiya
fears of economic insecurity and mistrust Sangha. China
among the locals resulting sporadic
violence.

So, on the evening of"2 of November
2008, sinday, we gthered & M.G Road
near the junction of the CTO circle and
Mahatma Gandhi statue and proceeded on

a silent and candle lit march. Around 400
of us marched with placards proclaiming
our concerns and pain, the primary
message being an earnest appeal for peace,
humanity and unity as well as a strong
condemnation of such killing of innocent
Political leaders in Assam who honestly : people. After completing the march, we
care about Assam ought to look into this IS fear pI‘OdUCtlve? all prayed for the departed soul by
matter and formulate a solution for People say that time always runs out justobserving a mirute of silene. Hopefully,
avoiding discontent, blood bath and misery like sand, but the same is true for emotions our concerns and our show of solidarity

in Assam. It is probably not too late to as wdl. We sometimes unknowingly  will reach out to all our people in the
stop viewing the immigrants solely as abecome cynical, but what is the great dealZcommunity and drive home the message
vote bank to fulfil some unscrupulous The whole world is cynical. Most people to the concerned
politician's personal ambition. don't barge into each other’s business but  authorities to initiate
some people do. Human evolution is a appropriate action.
continuing story. Our emotions ae
unpredictable and dificult to control. We
sometimes easily totter into the hands of
anger greed and palousy. But this is not Rajdeep Kar
the case with people who bring fear into On Behalf of
We, the memlers of Assam Asciation, others’ lives. You might fall for them or Assamese Community in Bangalore
Gurgaon, are shocked at the recent serialtheir acts and it is apparent that humans
blasts on that darkest day in the History are slaves of their emotions. So, is the case

of Assam and condole the death of all thosewith us.( Once upon a time we fell for A month ago, on 30 Oct 2008, terror
innocent lives and at the pathetic terrorist attacks but now we know the real struck through the heart of Assam when
conditions of the woundal. We pray to  motive behind them. So, we all must pledgea series of bomb blasts exploded across
God that nothing of this kind happens to notto hide but face all the tribulations four major towns of Assam, North East
again and let the souls of the demised bewith courage and determination together India causing instant carnage and
rest in peace and the wounded be healedas one. devastation. Many lay dead and many more
soon. Rurther, we request all the Assam lay injured. As the human tragedy
lovers to look back at unfolded, there was a feeling of
the bombings and helplessness and anger among all those
work towards who love Assam and we, a group of friends
preventing such in the UK decided we must do something
tragic incidents in for our fellow brethren whose lives were
future. shattered in the bomb blasts. And the idea
for Just For Assam (JFA) was formed.

Dr Probir Brahma.
General Secretary. Assam Association
of the UK

Warm regards,

Mridul Bhuyan,
President

We aim b be a harity foundation through
which we can offer help to victims of

Assam Association Gurgon, Haryana

is a student of class X11 studying in
Delhi Public School, Jodhpur

Panchi Changkakoty, bdhpur, India,

unfortunate events and disasters in
Assam. Initally, we ae focused on hdping
the victims of the recent serial bomb blasts
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and in future, we aim to extend our help to

th icti f fort t t 1 1 :
cromsancesmassan o Delhi Hotest Against Helinous
On the eve of one month since the bomb Assam AttaCkS

blasts have taken place, we are organizing a
meeting to collectively condemn the blas
and express our solidarity with those peopl
whose lives have been changed forever ¢ e Mg
30" Oct 08. As they and their dependents e
start to pick up the pieces and move alon 5
life’s journey, we want to offer them a
helping hand and reassure them that the
are not alone. V¢ aie with them and we Wl
help them overcome the cruel twist of fate

We oordially invite you b join us in this
meeting:

Date: 29" November 2008,
Time: 1400 hrs

Venue: Royal National Hotel (Alexander
Suite B)
Address Bedford Way, Russll Square,
London WC18 ODG

Nearest tube station: Russell Square
The website link to the location is
http://www.imperialhotels.co.uk/
royalnationall_hotel.aspx

Hope to see you on the 29of November Avround 300 individuals attended the candle light protest against the recent bomb
2008. blasts in Assam, hil near Antar Mantar, New Delhi on 11/9/2008 43:30 M to
RSVP: by 2% November to: Submita memorandum to the Prime Minister/Home Minister protesting the
s.sharma@enazoreefilms.corgEvery recent serial blasts in Assam and to show solidarity with blast victims. Each
Assamese and/or attending individual was requested to bring two pieces of black and white ribbons
well  wisher of to tie on the armband. The protest was called by Assam Associations of Delhi,
Assam Invited) Gurgaon, Rridabad; North East Sudents of JNJ, DU and oher wlleges;
Assamese Students Association of Delhi, Bodo Association, Karbi Association,
Shristi, Luitporia, and Uruli.

Warm Regards

Sanchayita Sharma A few pictures of the protest may be viewed at

(Bubli) picasaweb.google.com/dibya.dutta/Delhi_protest02
Just For Assam
www.justforassam.org Dibya Dutta, Delhi

. . candle in his hand, wrath written all over
Silent peace protest in Bangalore i face ... reminded me of thaxom
andolan ...when we use to shout in the
15" August 1985 — The Historic Assam 15" August 1985 — Parasmoni Bordoloi streetsat the top of our voice ..ei jui jolise

Accord was signed. What jubilation, whatwas also born ... in Jorhat ... in Assam ....a jolise, joliboi! ... thousands of people,
joy, wha hopes! state that, from now on, is likely to progresshousands of live flames and the roar ... all
just like any other state of India ...these thoughts flew back from 23 years ago

peacefully. ... bringing in vivid memories of the past
. and along with it some unanswered
And after 23 years, he takegluestions into my mind ... have we become
part in a silent candle peacecomplacent after that? Have we developed
march in Bangalore the ‘I's not ny job' &titude afer o mary
protesting against the recentyears? Has time curbed down our adrenaline
bomb blasts of Asssam inand changed that into more passive flow in
particular ... and terrorism our veins? Or$ it that we think that theres
across the country in general Somebody much more capable of handling
Where have all the hopes ofthis? Above all, what went wrong?
progress gone? From bad to
worse? As | saw a grim face@™ November 2008, evening 5 pm,
Parasmoni walking on the Bangalores Mahama Gandhi Circle: there
streets of Bangalore ... a litare close to 400 Assamese folks ... men,
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women and children alike ... who turned out to voice the
feelings silertly. Silene was just symbolic because all he
minds were aggravated ... furious ... enraged ... and
frustrated. As if all of hem wer sging “it's enoudn, we
cannot take this arymore” The whole eam took part in the
symbolic 1 km march with lit candles in everyones hands,
placards displaying their thoughts blktantly. The gtached
pictures speak of it all. This is the first time that | ha
witnessed such a gathering in this city ... so far we have b
meeting to celebrataBihu ... so far we have been meeting
organizeMoina-r mel ... so far we have been meeting t
organize training programs and mock interview sessions fi
newcomers to help them secure a job ... but today
different. And for some reason, | got the feeling that this w4
not the end but just the beginning. And its about time, isn
it?. It's about time for the stupid common man to raise a din
yet once a@in ...Eijuijolise ... jolse ... jolboi! It's éout
time we come out of our complacency and raise o
voices once again ... Aahoiaah ... olai aah! and fight it
out together. Its ako probably ... ya, probably aout time to
let them know ...Tej dim axom nidiu!

Xuoni axomi aai

Ture-maan kunu je nd ... ei doroni-t
Hiya mon ujari ...

punor ahim aami ghuri ... ei aaxare...
Aal-fule gorhim morom aru enajori
Toi-e hdi aai ... dek-or xirkhottom jiyori.
Utha jaaga axomiya tumi

Buji luwa aai-re binoni!

PS : The thoughts expressed in this write-up are pur
personal and not infuenced by arybody, whé-so-ever. Rejuest
pass this to every assamese who are not a part of the a
yahoogroups.

Rituraj Sharma, Bangalore

would prevent further attacks! In

. f h | addition, government ultimately

realized the importance of the

Learnlng rom t e B aSt intelligence wing of the Assam police and

) decided to appoint a Police
The recent gruesome bomb blasts iy the mismanaged and illogical steps afommissioner in Guvahai city. But the

Assam exposed the fact that no ongne government. The ghastly blasts havguestion remains, why were these not
anywhere is safe from the nefariougeen a rude wakeup call for all. Butione earlier?

activities of the terrorists who wants t0jstead what happened? The blam&he blame for the atmosphere of fear
achieve ‘whatever they have on mind. games have started and the oppositioand mayhem lies with the media too. As
The blast claimed so many lives a”‘garties are having a field day ridiculingalways the media sensationalized the
destroyed so much that it would leavghe government. The need of the houfincident and created further problems.
an irreparable fear and pain on thes for all to join together and make theThey successfully instilled the seeds of
psyche of Assam for years to come. FQfovernment strong and help find afear, sispicions and matrust in the
many, things ma become nomal so|ytion for the problem and not createminds of the people. The media could
tomorrow; and of course life will go andy pew problem. have gone a long way to help maintain
maybe this incident will be forgotten gyt did the government react the way itthe calm and help the government and
within months but being complacentandshould? The surprising and callousadministration in doing their job and also
not taking steps will not be a solution. ltcomment after the blast from thein bringing the aflicted people together.

is a sad fact of life and the world that th%;overnment side was reportedly “ThisBut no, they were more interested in
good and the evil will always co-existing of blast happens in USA too, andsensationalizing the incident and
only the b_alance will determine which\yhen they are able to do anything howncrease their ratings and sales.

way we will go! do you think we can?” But was the general public beyond
To add b that the immediate readion blame? No, they were not. Granted that
The Aftermath from the government was to reportedlyin situations like this it is easy to lose
In recent times, innocent lives have beegijrect the concerned officials toyour mind and do some things that you
lost in Assam, be it in the conflictSyjthdraw the parking places from underlive to regret, but reaction of many was

between different groups in certain areaghe over bridges and flyovers—as if thisiefinitely deplorable. Instead of helping
or activities of criminals and terrorists,
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the government and the administration,
the large portion of the populace seeme
to have gone out on full scale attackg
Police jeeps, ambulances and fire truck
were burnt. At that time, was that
needed or should that have been th
reaction?

What Did We Gain?

To those who hae lost their lives or their
dear and near ones, and to those w
are and will stay injured for the rest of
their lives—this is a preposteroudi
question. But then, from the midst of
such calamities rises the goodness ths
engulfs everybody and helps in wiping
away the seeds of evil.
The reaction of the people who helped
each other was beyond the expressioHeed the money to survive. The
of the words. Gone was the hatred fobovernment should not tolerate
color, creed and religion, and people

UB Photos, Guwahati

inefficiencies and corruption in anyWe defnitely can take seps © hdp us.

helped one anoher =liflesdy. Srangers We can open the eyes of the misguided

i injureq_Epartment. d help them find the right path
went out of their ways to help the injured and help them fin e right path, we
and carry t.hem to the hospitals, sick gavep o vedia can open our own eyes and do the right
away their beds, doctors and nurses things, and we can open the eyes of our

worked ZA,' hours a day and many offereﬁihe power of the media to change theq_overnment and make them take the
their services for free, many gave theifyin s of the people is immense andignt steps.
food and water and the condolences anpn ; : "

: . ey can play a major role in curbin
pouring grief for the dead WaStarrorist activities. But instead onghe blasts have brought us together

overwhelming. Except for the few stray, and le’s sty that way!

incid h feeli £l ahowcasing the good, the media seems
incidents, there was feeling of love ang) ha more interested in “there’s no gaod

brotherliness and acts of selfles » Conclusion

kindness. “As one of my friendszs\\/’\ésSfciwcdo\irggebwh;?]Nsh'e?;)hse%hWho exact!y is aterrori.st? No one, puta
remarked,' It somehow .brought thet rrorist organizations in terrorizing uman _bemg, conscripted by var_lous
goo_dn_ess in us and a feeling of love alr}ﬁ(ieople and prevent the society at Iarg(';;neans like lure OT mong/ fqr the famlly,
optimism, thoug.h somewhat out 0ffrom expressing condemnation of sucha h_eg\_/enly afterlife for t_aklng partin the
place & that time, it was very powerful” acts: whereas the media can veraCt'V't'P.’s' threat to the life of thg person
The blast seemed to even vyake up th@ffectively publicize the wrong beliefs onscrlpte(_JI or to h_|s or her kin, or a
government and local administrators, 1 “taiths of the terrorists and he|p3tf0.n9 feeling of being wronged by the
from their slumber of nonchalance Thespread true human values. society at large. If we can help change
steps that have been taken, though Iatel“'he media should not immediatelythe mind of one such person, that.c.:an
are worth appreciation. The progress, pjicize the names of the '[erroris'[beahUge achle_vement._After all, political
that has been made would have seem ganizations who want to gain fameand economic issues lie at the core of
unimagnable earlier. . after such incidents; instead they shoul he problem. T

we @n honor he dead and inured by ,5qq jt on to police and help them inb © cannqt expect everybody to jonm,
ensuring that we do not forget them anc{J ut even if the concerned organizations

b Ki h h heir work. After all the main aim of the nd enlightened sections of Assamese
y taking steps to ensure that thesg, s are to terrorize the people, anaa 9

incidents never ever help again. if people do not know about them their SOciety try to persuade the Government
: into tackling the associated social
might be no reasons for them to do so,

What Can Everyone Do To Help The media need a missionary zeal trealltles, it will be a major win in the

The Government ?uture.

_arouse public conviction and help
The government should take the MalNcompat terrorist activities V\_/g_aannot_ call ourselves the most
lead by laying such rules and regulations civilized beings on

that would prevent such incidents. Thero General Public the plane_t _tiII _the
scary situation is that the police forcqy e ¢ould know that we have in our M€ annihilation

which is the law enforcing agency in,,pg the ability to shape the future ourContlnues in the

Assam is currently a failure in all fronts.s,[ate Assam and our lié takes. We "ame of Cgste
creed and religion

Thedreafsfpns are n|1any: frlom lack of}, 519 not keep on looking at theafter all such acts
good officers to low salaries anqy, ernment to do things; we ourselves .

motivation. The police force needs g 4 many things to ensure that thes@'® not even

total over_haul a“F’ _steps need 10 takef}, iqents never occur again. Just as Jﬁ%tnesseq n Fhe
to make it as efficient and modern agiq a sk not what your country can do rest of animal kingaom!
others in he world. It's frametul as well (. you, ask what you can do for you
as sad to see the policemen taking bribec%umry’,,

of as low as twenty bucks because they
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should declare an IT corridor in
a suburb of Guwahati and invite major
Assan 1979 tO 2008 IT players like Infosys, Microsoft,
. Wipro, Cagnigent Tedchnology Splution
Along and slow way to progress, with disasters and destructions to st up Information Technology
centers to employ local youth from the
Northeast. 10% of educated youth from
Assam is employed in various IT
Axom (Assam) is one of the states inToday aadoss he dobe, people ae organizations outside the state due to
the Northeast region of India. It has aiming for Industrial growth, stable the poor opportunities within the state.
adequate natural beauty and hugeeconomy, revolution based on
natural resources World heritage information technology, resource Industrial Growth: Assam is the state
destinations such as the Kazirangaexploitation and accelerated within the country that has only 6%
wildlif e sant¢uary, the world’s largest development, but the Northeastern industrial growth during last 15 years
river island Majuli and the renowned part of India is still under the dotted whereas states like Jharkhand and
place of worship—the line. The Assam Movement and Uttaranchal scored 26% growth in the
Kamakhya temple, beckon people toexplosion of terrorism did not support last three years; both these states were
Assam. The Mighty Brahamaputra the growth of the state and created aformed just a couple of years ago.

River passes through Assam. mindset among the people There must be a policy to target big
that Northeast is neglected by the industrial houses like Tata, Ambani,

Assam has unique traditions and Centre. Mittal, Birla, and Goenka so that they

cultures. It is the gateway to the are encouraged to set up at least

Northeast, covering an area of 78,523The people of Assam and Governmentone unit in Assam and the government
sq km. No other state has such diverseof Assam should take immediate stepsshould provide basic infrastructure like
cultures and traditions with a diverse within a stipulated time to give attention power, roads, with govemment
population of plain and hill tribes— to the following areas. approved price of land, etc.
Bodos, Ahoms, Miri, Mising, Koch,
Kachari, Karbi, Longpi, Rava, Rural Development:The govenmert Let us hope that the Government in
Rgbonghi, Tiwa and Ba carden tribes.  should create massive rural databaseg®\ssam will put its thoughts in positive
But no wonder what the tribe may be, and should update each and everydirection and come up with
there is unity in diversity The people village database that is there. Here are&constructive ideas and plans to
mingle in spite of variations in their some programs that can be pursued. ESTABLISH ASSAM AS A NEW
customs and cultures; there is no DESTINATION:  with  rural
differentiation among Hindus, 1)Enhancingthe amount of cultivated development, growth in IT, industrial
Muslims, non-tribes or tribals. Hindus land and incomes from land: What will growth and tourism development.
and Muslims together celebrated many be corrective measures to increase
religious festivals in Assam prior to the productivity?: Financial assistance,Dwip Kinkor Goswami, Assam
Assam Movement and do so even nowmodern cultivation concepts, improved Association, Chennai
to some extent. irrigation system and crop

management. -~ ~
In the year of 1977, one political 2) Establishing unemployed educated
contestant (Hiralal Patowary from youth engagement programs.

Mangaldoi Lok Sabha Constituency) 3) Setting up small scale industries suc Advertise @
found and appealed to the Government as bamboo product, cane product and
of India that there were a few lakh of handloom units and ensuring that POSOOW&

illegal migrants inhabiting in his finished goods are marketed outside th¢
constituency who have migrated from country or other states through notified
Bangladesh. From that evolved thebodies.

Assam agitation led by All Assam 4) Improving road conditions and
Students Union and Assam power distribution

Ganasangram Parishad. Theb) Initiating rural health schemes and
movements in Assam for two decadesconducting awareness programs
changed the lives of the common through village health centers.
people resulting in violence, terror 6) Improving rural educational systems|

Posoowa provides opportuni-
ties for commercial or non-
commercial advertisement
that reaches the Assamese
community living all over the
world. We ek adverti se-
ments so that we can keep
bringing Posoowa to you

strikes, sowing division, slowing down and financial institutions (banks and RO
economic growth, resulting in army insurance companies) to absorb rura

atrocities from which emerged various youth under the rural employment Please contact:
groups of terrorists and programs. jugalkalita@yahoo_com
continued ethnic violence in the

Northeast. Infor mation Technology: The

Honorable Chief Minister of Assam

J
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The World Hunger Rport and Assam

Recently the BBC reported a Story or WORLD HUNGER INDEX - HOW INDIA COMPARES
the state of world hunger and hunger in India state hunger index score

India (available at http://

news.bbc.co.ukpublished on October “¢

14, 2008). The good news — when i 35

comes to people sufering from hunger,
Assam is doing much better than mosi ..
states in India. The bad news - Assam i
still lagging behind in reducing the
proportion of underweight children and

the children mortality rate under the age '*

of 5, i.e., failing to take care of future 5 (B ----—--rje-mmmro e Mauritius (Ranked 1):-
generations. This is accordingto anev o

DR Congo (Ranked B8)-~

T T Cwverall global index:-

report released as part of the 200{ & 0_»-»5"':_ “:gr " 1 & & §

Global Hunger Index by the ' & v 7 & )
International Food Policy Researcl <® Lo ) o
Institute (IFPR; www.ifpri.org). R R

According to this report, the hunger
situation is ‘extremdy alarming”inthe  for this lowest economic growth rate ispeople face, and in terms of priority it
Indian state of Madhya Pradesh wherahe never ending political turmoil may not be even on te top of peoples
the nutrition problem is comparable to polluting the social and economic mind. Priority or otherwise, it is vital to
some African countries. Among Indian environment needed for a better Assampay attention to this hunger report
states that are doing better than Assant is not that Andhra Pradesh does notbecause of its focus — the children. This
in terms of tackling the hunger problem have political problems — they do.is an issue where both government and
are Punjab, Kerala, and Andhraqowever, the wcial, economic, non-governmental organizations
Pradesh, in that order. community, and litical leaders inha  (including those in and outside Assam,
state have put the welfare andsuch as in the USA and elsewhere)
We should feel really good that the petterment of their people and the stateshould be able to work together to find
hunger index when published in 1994ahead of hemselves — that’s the key solutions because it is clouding the
ranked Assam as the T4worse place difference. In Assam politicizing ethnic future generations in the State. Besides
(worst was Bihar) in India. The divisions for political and personal gaingovernment sources of support, there
improvement reported in the current continues despite the fact that suchare also private International
report is welcome news because ihction is reprehensible and damaging ifoundations (e.g., Gates Foundation)
reflects the impact of efforts made tothe long un. And the rumerous “bandt’  which may be approached because they
reduce hunger in the last 14 years italled for by organizations of variousfinancially support efforts to eradicate
spite of having had the lowest growthstripes is also a major factor in cripplinghunger and poverty among children and
rate of per capita income over the pasp\ssans eonomy badly. In this regard, the underprivileged. Itis about time that
14 years among all states (IFPRI reporiyhile outsiders feel that the point of we forego our differences, real or
p.16). The net state domestic productenouch is enoudy” has been reached a imagined, and work together for the
for Assam in the fiscal year 2005-OGyhile back, only the people of Assanbetterment of our

was Rs. 51,913 crores (at current pricesyill be ale to tell when ‘enoudh is future generations.
which was one-fourth of that of Andhra enouch?”

Pradhesh, a state once comparable to Sanjib Bhuyan
Assam. V& do not hae to go ladktoo  Hunger is obviously only one of theNew Jersey

farinto the past to see that the economigmany problems that Assam and its
growth in states like Andhra has been

accelerating quite rapidly while state ; R
like Assam, perennially plagued b Adverti se @ ®soowa

politics of division and feud, have yet t Posoowa provides opportunities for commercial or non-commercial

reap the harvest of their potential. Thel  advertisement that reaches the Assamese community living all over the
net state domestic product for Andhra| world. We sek advertisements o that we can keep bringing Posoowa to
Pradhesh increased over 80% betwe you every month.

1999-00 and 2005-06 while it grew b

slightly over 60% in Assam. What ha Please contact:

Andhra been doing that we in Assa jugalkalita@yahoo.com

have not been doing? The main reaso J
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Sharing An
Assamese $ory
Online

Dear friends, @mw ?fﬁ' ;ﬂi‘fﬁz‘% .

We would like to share with you an Assamee .
children sory online. Inspied by Wahid Salen of We have been supporting.

the Netherlands and with support from Rajen

Baruah of Houston , Texas , his sbry has been For North America , he ontribution can be
developed primarily for the school children and Made b Assam Bundation of North America
their teachers. It is also expected that this will be a _

language learning tool for the non resident staying1ttP://www.assambu ndation.net/ContadUs.
away from their motherland. It took almost a year tml

of effort to complete this story and we hope that _ ) o

language. be made to Friends of Assam and Seven Sisters
The sory is available online a: www.bookbox. http://friendsofass am.org/index. php?option=
com com_content&task=view&id=33&Itemid=60

Select Assamese from the drop down on the left.Thanks and we will
appreciate your response,

While the story is free to download, we would

appreciate your contribution of $10 per download. Sincerely,

This amount will go towards few of the schools

for underprivileged children and orphanages thatAnkur Bora, Dallas , Texas

Durga Puja in Atlanta

Atlanta Durga Puja 2008: Organized by Bengali Association of Greater Atlanta (BAGA). The Assamese people in
Atlanta @tended the Puja Dr. Ganesh Deka of Atllanta was involved in organizing the Puja Fhoto by BharaBaruah,
Atlanta, Georgia, 10/10/2008
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Attributes of San&rdeva

An excellent Web site called
www.atr ibuteto sankaradeva.org has
been launched recently to offer the worlo
a glimpse of thexanatana dharma
(eternal faith) that the Assamese prophe
Sankaradeva espoused almost 600 ye:
ago. The Web site is vely tastefully
created and is content-rich. The
“sitemap” page one gis to by dicking
on the link provided on the top
navigation bars provides a table o
contents for the site.

The site has a treasure trove o
information about Saint Sankaradeve
and the religion he started in Assam
Among the main topics discussed on the

Internet anywhere else, in such detail
and written with such erudition.

The section on the fundamental aspects
of Sankardevas religion is very
illuminating. This section discusses the
gist of eka xarana dharma that entails
absolute devotion to one Supreme Being.
The Web site ako presents the four
entities that constitute the world of eka
xaranism: the quru or the teacher, the
deity or the Supreme Being, nama or
chanting of the name of the Supreme
Being, and the devotee. There are many
other details that a serious follower of
Sankardeva may know, but is not easily
accessible to the outside world.

All over the world, when the Assamese
meet for various occasions, nam
praxangas are performed and praxad
distributed, it will be good to discuss
some elements of the xanatana dharma.
To brush up on our knowledge of he
religion we practice, it is recommended

Web site indude Saint Sankardeva's that one gas o this Web site and eads
biography; details on Madhavdeva—started by Sankaradeva and continueti carefully.

Sankardevas main diciple; fundamertal by his disciples, the institutions of xattra

aspects of the xanatana faith, relatethat the Saint started to spread hislugal Kalita

literature, the musical creations of thereligion and create the social fabric offolorado Springs, Colorado

Great Saint and his disciples, theassam for all time, and a lot more. Such

Assamese style of religious paintinghformation is impossible to find on the

Letters to the Editor
Re: A Need for Expanding Engneering Eduction Fadlitie s

Re: “Gautom Medhi - a Successfull Assamese in Assam for Economic Growth and Human
Entrepreneur in the USA Development”

As an fssamege, | am eally proud to know ebout Mr. Medhi. This article followed by a presentation to CM, Assam, created
This not because hes an NRI or very wdl educated. Thisis greatimpad. The Hor'ble OM immediately announced the
because he has choosen a career which most of the Assaneégation of three engineering and three medical colleges in
don't dare to. Daring to establish his own verture srows how the Brahmautra Valley. Think tanks of Assam &ould
determined and lf-condident he is. Wish you all he verly continue to develop ideas for all-around development of
best sir. It would be really nice to know more out your Assam and the NE.

future plans and endeavors.

A Medhi
Amit Talukdar abhayananda.medhi@nrl.co.in
oonly4damit@gmail.com 11/7/2008

10/29/2008

Assam Association, Chennai

Das (ONGC), Treasurer : 9445005049, Khore Kalita, Or-
ganizing Secretary : 9840588738, Prabhat Ch. Kalita, Orga-
There have been some recent changes to the Executive Caniring Secretary : 9445005328, Deep Kingkar Goswami,
mittee, Chennai. Here is the latest list. Magazne Secrefary : 9840064064, R. Bhatadharjee, Qul-

tural Secretary : 9445005154, Harmohan Barman (IT Com-
DR. Gunin Basumatery (ONGC), President : 9444007054issioner), Adviser : 9444766283, Samir Baruah (I0B), Ad-
H.C.C. Bordaloi (ONGC), Secretary : 9445005191, Niranjaiser
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DU Studerts talk b Spae-man

Dibrugarh University had a very successf
Fpace Talk with Mike Anke on Fiday 12.45
PM I ST. Michad Fincke, popularly known
as ‘Mike; is in his scond historic space §
mission to the International Space Statio
(1SS).

For Assam, Mike is the beloved Assames
son-in-law astronaut. The ISS is a join
project among the space agencies of tl
United States (NASA), Russia (RKA), Japd
(JAXA), Canach (CSA) and Erropean $ace
Agency (ESA).

NASA, as a part of its effort to spread

knowledge of space exploration, if
encouraging interaction among students
and the astronaut. Friends of Assam anj’
Seven Sgters (FASS) , an iternational
think tank of non-resident of Assam and
North Eastern region of India, interacted
with NASA and organized this event.

Please find below an email communication Dr. KK Deka,VC Dibrugarh University interacts directly with the Mike Fincke

on the successful completion of the event

“Thank you very much for your help and
cooperation for successful completion o
the s@ce talk with Dibrugarh University.
We ar abko thankful to Mr. Rajen Baruah
for continuous contact and effort. It was a
wonderful experience for the university
The weather over here was very good
sunny bright. Around 700 people wersg
gathered in the place; that is all of the
were siting in open Ky, outside. | bok all
the initiative. At around Indian Standard |
Time 12:15, we got aadl from NASAfora |
pre programmed discussion and rehearsé
with me and other students, confirmed our.
presence, and our arrangement. Exactly &
12:45 Indan Sandard Time, NASA |
established the cnnection with Dr. Michad

(approx.). The entire program was covered

located NASA space station on 07-11-08. Photo: UB Photos.

suacesstul Space Talk with Mike Finke on
Friday 12.45 R 1 ST. Mikes voie aame out
loud and clear and all the students
responded very smatly. | was fortunate to

be connected by Cell Phone to listen to the
whole @nversdion. Talked with the VC
and congratualetd him and all in DU after
the event. Thanks to Satoshi Yasuda of
ARISS, Japan for making it smooth and
successful. There was good media coverage.

. The highlight is that they not only

completed all the questions and answers
but one student also sang a piece of an
Assamese Bihu Song to Mike listening to
which Mike replied, “Bor Bhal Lagse del.
Overall it was grand sucess. DU will publish
a detail report. DU also took video of the
event’

by the medig, all newspapers and T\Rajen Barua adds from HoustonAnkur Bora, Dallas, Texas
channels available here. Thanking you “ —piprugarh University had a very

-
Special Issue of Posoowa in February 2009

in Honor of Dr. Bhupen Hazarika

A special issue of Bsoowa will be published in February 2009 in honor of Dr Bhupen
Hazarika. Dr. Brupen Hazarika, the pre-eminert Assamae singey composer, poet, artist
and writer of the past sk decades, was born on March 1, 1926. Himen Brthakur, an
Assamae writer and ®cial worker, located in Boston has gacefully accepted the invita-
tion to be the Guest Editor for the issue. Please send your original material with original
photographs and art work tchthakur@comcast.netphone; 617-880-9667. The absolute
last date for all material is January 7th, 2009.

J
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Assam Association, Chennai recently participated a cultural program held i
Besart Nagar, Chennai, on he accasion of Durga Puja éstival organized by

South Madras Cultural Association, Chennai.

Durga Pujais an elaborate Hindu festival celebrated in many parts of India. |
Sanrit Durga means fncomprehensible or dificult to readh”. Goddess Durga
is a brm of Shakti and$ wordiped for her gracious and errifying aspects.

She represents the infinite power of the Universe. According to HlnduAnusmlta

scriptures, Lord Rama performed Durga Puja in order to get blessing of Durg 3

Maa to kill Ravana who abducted Sita, the spouse of Rama.

Master Arunabh Kumar Bhdtacharjee and Alash Kr. Bhatacharjee presented
two Assamese songs: Luit nahoi mahakal by Sri Loknath Goswami, and Baras

ritu bhalpaon moi by Late Jayanta Hajarika.

Miss Arusmita Gogoi performed Bihu dance and Mis Triparna Kashyap

performed an Assamese Modern dance on the occasion.

P. K. Bhattacharjee, Qultu ral Secretary, Assam Association, Chennai.
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Triparna (Nasi)

Tt -

US$10 per VCD. Shipping: USA: Freg
Rest of the World: 5$. FREE till 31st
October 2008.

Please \isit to
place an order online.

If you are located in India, pleast
email vavani@yahoo.com to plag
an order.
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Bamlack Obam& vidory

- A global awa

people today

Americans picked the right man
on November 4, not because
he is qualified and soulful, whict
he is and not because he

committed and brilliant, which

he is, but because he knows ho
to create a phenomenal whol
out of a thousand little pieces|
Passionate politicians, bi
arguments and the willingnes
to make the case for radica
change: these are the ingredien

that have reconnected politics to the public

in America.

No young American politician since Kenned

has created such a surge of excitement a

remainder of @sasinded civil rights heo Dr.
Marti n Luther Ki ng'shistoric “l have a deam”
speech in 1963. King told supporters of hi

one day live bgether. Today his vision is dose
to reality than ever.

As a college student, | still remember the dagpouid take note.

at the Cotton girls common room when we
heard the tragic news of the assassinatian
John F. Kennedy. Tears @ame D our eyes &
the handsome, young promising presiden
died. JFK and his wifgackiewere loved by all
of us. With the assasinaion of Bobby
Kennedy, Dr. Marti n Luther Ki ng, we tought
America was not a place to live in peace a
harmony any more.

America is hangng now This @untry tainted
so long by racism, has elected fisst Black
President: Barack Obama A washed-up
discredited government had been consigne
to oblivion.

The son of an African goatherd is today thd

most powerful man in the world. He is the

first truly global leader of our times, appealing
to all ages and creeds with his unifying messag

of hope. Devoted Michelle Obama, Baradk’s
one time mentor at a law firm worked

tirelessly behind the scenes during he

husbands presidertial campaign. dst four

generations ago her family were slaves. Noy

she is preparing to move & Americas Rrst
Lady!

: _ from both theRe
hopes that white and black American couldyg their candid

unlike Obama had the advantage of inheriting
sound, blcoming economy, not a kasket case.

And he blew it. Those of us who were part of
the New Labor Party organizing team at our
local council find our excitemert at Obamas
victory tinged with poignant memories and a
desire to warn one of the perils at sky high
expectations. We alieady know Obama & vely
special and America is a different country from
the UK. But what are the lessons to heed?
since day one. His simpleBlairis now as big a hate figure on the Left as
compelling message othange’ George W. Bush is. We must all pray that
had helped him assemble ammericas first bladk presidert doesnt turn
historic, all conquering coalition out to be this generéon’s Tony Blair.

— white, black, young, old,

liberal, conservative. He foughtTyg remarkable men hae last week shown
a brilliant campaign showing the way to end he sourge of bday’s Boken
intelligence, dignity and still gyitain: Barack ObamaandLewis Hamilton.
under fire. To the joy of the Hamilton seized the leadership of the racing
world, America has not let him \yorid becoming the youngest ever Formula
down. One racing champion. Hamilton is the toast
of Britain and a shoo-in for BBC sports
Itis a nevdawn. His is a young ountry, whose  personality of the yer.

kening for young

time had come. Politics will never be the same

again. Things @n only ge better. He would They have a lot in common they both started

{%’:‘Ve won even he had been white. It is wejke without much material wealth, each has a

optimism. Itis a mood that has spread aroundy,
the world. The scene at Grant Park duringy,

his acceptance speech was a poignapiake outColin Powell would almost certainl

own the American capacity for innovation pja« father, and hiey both come fom broken

d reinvertion. To me, ra@ wes never & big homes, It was his grandmother who nurtured
issue in this election as some have tried t9,q encouraged Obama in the value of
‘ | Y education. Sadly she died just hours before
had been elected President eight years a98seing her dream come true. In the case of
had he been able to choose between offegung Hamilton, it was his father who spotted

publicansandDemocratsto s genjus behind the wheel and sacrificed so
ate. Another powerful name iy ch.

Condoleezza Rice.

These two individuals have proved that
literally anything is possible with enthusiasm
and dedication. Now we can explain to the
next generation that race is a set of ideas,
nothing more and nothing less. It has only to

lair swept to victory in 1997A new dawn do with intelligence and worth. Extraordinary

as broken has it not?” said Tony Blair on May leadership supported by an extraordinary
2 1997. The Blair victory was a triumphbasis, can change the world.

It is &out time, Britain's limp political dass

There ale mary similarities with the way Tony

for the most modern political campaign ever

nSgen anywhere in the world. Like Obama, hf_en Britain today, it is sad 6 see for thousands
was young and elected on a wave of euphor} young people that background alone is the
with a huge parliamentary majority and agycyse for their dead end lives, as they descend

largely uncritical media cheering him on. That_into a pathetic pseudo-macho world of gangs,
success represented a change in mood Huns and knives. But how many equally gifted
Britain. He too offeredthope and change”and pyrains are rotting under their hoods from the
effects of drugs and booze? It should be a
lesson for youngsters both black and white
who are left to behave like wild animals as
they wallow in a world of crime, illegitimacy
and the prospect of early death.

True, both Obama and Hamilton are blessed
with sharp intelligence. They have denied the
youth of Broken Britain of their only excuses
for choosing failure. Time has mwme for them
to believe in miracles also to believe in
themselves.

dais
Rini Kakati, London
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reached our destination at 7:30 pm local
time. We had aleady made our hotl
reservation at Days Inn. So, we checked in
to our rooms and afterwards headed to
Olive Garden for dinner. We had a tlly
nourishing meal and had to box part of it.
Tales fDm &uth Dakota From dinner we wem to Wal-Mart. We
wanted to buy a poker set before getting
back to our hotel. That night gossip

It was during Spring Break of 2008 when
some friends and | decided to put in some
serious thought for a road trip. After
much discussion we decided to settle for
a weekend trip to Mount Rushmore and
the Badlands in Suth Dakota. Initially,
we planned this trip as a group of 12 but
some could not make it due to other
commitments. Bvertually, it became a
group of seven. So, on a Friday morning
we rented a van and left Ames at around
10:30 in the morning.

Mount Rushmore is a national
monument located in the Black Hills of
South Dakota. It is most famous for the
faces of the four presidents carved on
the mountain. Completed in 1941, the
monument stands as a testimony to the
American ideals the four men represent.
The <ulptor, Gutzon Borglum, chose
these specific presidents because they
commemorate the founding, growth,
preservation and development of the

United States. They symbolize theames is a small midwestern town locatedumbled on as we played poker till 2:30 in
principles of liberty and freedom on whichin |owa. It is a home to the lowa Statehe morning.
this nation was founded. Georgeyniversity whee we stdy. We took the
Washington signifies the strugde for interstate 35 north towards Minnesota until The next day we had complimentary
independence and the birth of the Republicive reached interstate 90 from where wereakfast in the hotel and headed straight
Thomas Jefferson represents the territoriaheaded west towards Rapid City in Southowards Mount Rushmore which is
expansion of the country; Abrahampakota. It was a long and stressful driveapproximately 25 miles from where we
Lincoln stands for the permanent unionHowever, we sbpped a a few places for stayed. The drive towards Rushmore itself
of the States and equality for all citizengneals. Apart from the flat, dreary plains ofyas spectacularly overwhelming. On both
and Theodore Roosevelt exemplifies thgowa and Minnesota there were still somasides of the road we could see mountains
20th century role of the United States inscenic Sights to see throughout OUrcovered with snow As our \an movel up
world affairs and the industrial growth ofjourney including some eye-catchingand down the undulated terrain we were
the nation. highlands of Suth Dakota. Finally, we taken aback by the breathtaking beauty
surrounding it. Fnally, we reached the
Mount Rushmore National Monument
and parked our van in the parking lot. From
there we walked towards the monument.
There was a short walkway through the
Avenue of Fhgs before reaching the
viewing gallery. Fom the viewing callery
we could see the four sculpted heads of the
former American presidents. Beautifully
crafted with granite rocks the monument
itself looked unblemished in the glorious
sun. We took plerty of pictures to cherish
our memorable experience. We took
individual pictures, group pictures and in
whatever striking poses we could. The
weather was bright and sunny but not
extremay chilly. Once we wee finished with
our snapshots we stopped by the museum
and the gift shop from where we purchased
few memorale items. We lett the
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monumental wonder in the early afternoon with unforgettable ¢.qmn, Rapid City. The Badlands wee originally proclaimed a
memories. From there we headed towards another nearbyational Monument in 1929 and was later designated a National
glamorous monument called Crazy Horse Memorial. Crazy Horsep g in 1978, The park consists of spectacular vistas and some
Memorial, home of he world's largest mourtain sculpture in  yich fossil remains of early mammals found in the formations. It
progress, is in the Black Hills of South Dakota just 17 milegs one of the largest, protected mixed-grass prairies in the United
southwest of Mount Rushmore. The Memorial's mission 5 0 giates and encompasses some sites of spiritual and historical
honor the culture, tradition and living heritage of North significance to the Lakota Siow Nation. We sgert nearly three
American Indians in particular the legendary Lakota chief Crazy,q s there sauntering at many viewing points that were present.
Horse. Sculptor Korczak Ziolkowski began the project in 1948 atrhe viaw of the sedimentary rocks from these stoppage points
the request of Lakota Chief Henry Standing Bear and other Nativ%vas spectacular and amazing. It reminded us of the great
American elders. Korczak died in 1982. His wife, Ruth, and som% : . . : :
members of their family continue the project, working with the rand Canyor_l and this look I'k? to be a mini Yer_SIOH of it.
nonprofit Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation. Badlands National Park contains tie word’s richest
Oligocene epoch fossil beds, dating 23 to 35 million years

At Crazy Horse we did not spend too much time since wePld. The evolution of mammal species such as the horse,
were tired and hungry. We looked & the attifads displayed sheep, rhinoceros and pig can be studied in these formations.
at the Indian Museum of North America and rambled ) .

around the complex for a while before heading back to Rapid\t Badlands, we took a lot of pictures and even visited the
City. We thought of visiting the famous &we Caves but he wild terrain for a while. W wee little goprehensive a there
tours wee hooked for the day. On our way badck to Rapid ~ Were posted signs sging “Be_ware of ratle snales’, but, that
City we sbpped & a small ustic town for lunch. We ako  did not prevert us rom moving aound. Towards the end of
paid a visit to an antique store which had a decent collectio®Ur SPellbinding drive through the mountainous loop we
of Dakota-styled artifacts. Once we reached Rapid City watopped at the visitor center and Iea_rned about the history
realized that we had pletty of time for dinner. 9, we deided of the Badlands. We Igt Badlands late in the_ aternoon and

to expend the evening d the Rushmore Mall. We took a headed back to the interstate. After a while we felt hungry
stroll at the mall for a while and from there we headed®"d Stopped at a restaurant. Once lunch was over we
towards an Indan restaurant. But, unfortunately, the continued on towards Ames. When dinner time approached
restaurant was closed and so we had to settle for some luscioé® SPpped & Chili’s in Siow City, lowa. We reached Ames
Mediterranean food that night. The food was really tasty especialljt two in the morning. Everybody was exhausted and sleepy
the scrumptious baklava we had at the end. After we were donand aashed in to bed right awvay. The weskend trip to South
with dinner we returned back to our hotel to rejoin in our witty Dakota was truly amazing and adventurous. By and large, it
gossip for a second consecutive night. was a fun trip which we shall cherish in our memories for

ever.
The next day we decked out of our hotl in the moming. We

decided to divert our return journey for a while by stopping at By Satyam Bhuyan, Ames, lowa
the wondrous Badlands National Park which was an hour drive ’ '
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“Coming together is a beginning, keeping together is progress

and working together is sucess’ With this hypermetropic

suacess maitra, TechXetra'08, the first annual technical

festival of Tezpur University mncluded on October 18, 2008

after a hectic two-day event. The technical festival, organized

under the initiative of the School Of Engineering, aims at

expanding the frontiers of technology by setting the highest

standards for the rising techno-geeks and to encourage young

minds. TechXetra’'08 held during 17-18" of October, 2008

presented a variety of events including robotics, structure

designs, circuit designs, Defence and Science exhibitions,

quiz, photography and literary events making it the a

phenomenalkarmabhumiof technological events. N
Defence Exhibition

Participating as the Chief Guest in the inaugural ceremony

of the event on 16 Cctober, 2008, Pof. T. V. Ramadandran,

a distinguished scientist from IISc-Bangalore stressed the

need of students’ exposure to the state-of-the-art technical

developments worldwide for an advanced learning. Assuring

of all possible cooperation from his organization, Guest of

Honor Dr. S Ghaak of TCS, Kolkata said hat a ound

industry—academia relationship would not only render the

students through the interiors of industry but also help the

industry in preparing their future executives in the way they

like them to be. While emphasizing the significance of

institutional festivals, Vice-Chancellor of the University Piof.

Mihir K. Chaudhuri said that such festivals enable the

students of various institutions to interact and showcase

their talents on a common platform. They also provide them

first hand training in event management and organizational

responsibilities. A Souvenir was released to mark the occasion.

Dr. Subendu Ghatakdm TCS speaking on the occasion

The first event of Day One was on wbotics ‘d Sigfried

Debacle” which was inspired by the Siegfried line of the

Germans There was a leture by Dr Subhendu Ghaak from

TCS, Kolkata on the innovative projects undertaken by TCS

like microfinance to provide financial support to the poor,

mKrishi designed especially for the farmers, DTH operator

which will enable the future television to act as a computer

with limited operations, and remote video consultation service

where a doctor can access the audio-video information of the

patient at home or an ambulance by sitting at his computer

in a hospital and subsequently deliver his advice. The Defence

Exhibition by the Indian Army was inaugurated by Brig. Sartaj

Singh. A wide range of military gadgets were displayed and a

lecture was delivered by Col. A.S. Paul, Col. Education, Gajraj

Corps, where he elaborated on how one can join the Army as

an officer. There was ako a ®ience Exhibition which provided Mr. M. Sarmah and the pticipants during the Quiz “FULL
a platform for the students to showcase their expertise. Apart THROTTLE"

from these, there was a coding contest, a structure desigfyked about the scope of industrial development in the North-

event, an advertisement event, a photography contest and @ater region contrary to the conventional notion that there are

computer gaming contest. There were also literary eventge,y industries in this region. He also talked of the gas-cracker project
like essay competition and science fiction competition. proposed by GAIL and the recent discovery of fuel in southern

e Assam and Tipura.

The beginning of the second day was marked by another

robotics evert “Against d Tide" This evert took place in @ There were around 250 outside participants from various

maze in weter. A quiz contest “Full Throttle” was conducted  iversities, colleges and schools in this techno-fest. The prize
by Mr. Mammugdha i&rma.h of The Indian Express_There distribution and closing ceremony was held in the evening of 18
was an electrical circuit design contest, a mathematical modefciober with which the tech-fest came to an end with the anticipation

making contest and a leture by Mr. Dipak Chakravarty, Dir.  ha¢ it would continue to kindle scientific flair amongst the student
(Technical), N.R L. He dédivered a talk on the importance of )
gommunity.

natural gas as a rising contributor to energy demands an )
Rajeev K. Doley, Tezpur
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* Total on-site mrporate training on
office automation, executive management,
y . . - administrative and basic operations,
Let S (Elebrate gIObaI Blhu In Aprll 2009 advanced programming, implementation in
office environment, systems setup, systems
Concept and appraisal electronic data processing. The Companwa:ntenance and productivity analysis.
has a lot of experience and success in these_ Systems Design and budget control.
SM Computer Consultants Pvt. Ltd.,areas. The company has been engaged in" T consultancy on project development,
Guwahati, Assam is envisioning a concepdreas of computer consultancy andmplemertation and sbility. _
for presenting and showcasing Bihu, thémplementation since the year 1990. It is ~ Multimedia authoring, field video
national festival of Assam in a globahlso associated with a number of repute§@Pture, dubbing, editing, movie
platform using the Internet and high techand leading national and multinationalE’rc’ducuOn and post-production activities.
multimedia gadgets for the coming seasorgompanies in the process of providing WeP aithoring, archives and sudy of
i.e., in April 2009. Please find below @omputer based turnkey solutions, be it if€férences,  budgetary  analysis,
synopsis of the proposed event, theomputer aided design and photo-mPlementation, hosting, video web casting,
background of the Presenter Company antypesetting, computer aided engineeringmMarketing and promotion, web business
scope of your participation, in brief, as non-computer based video post production, etclorecasting and inter-related services.
local presenter. More than 80% of the business is related to ~ Sales, services and maintenance of
state and central government organizationflardware, implementation of software,
The event and leading public sector undertakings of’@NPOWer training, procurement of
India. The company is a major servic@ss_oqated office qulpmen_ts for cor_nputer
It will be a techno-cultural evening on aprovider in Guwahati for distribution of @ctivity, —networking installation,
certain day during the 8 week of April 09 network services and the Internet (Ispjnstallation management for optimum
when the company will make attempts toover fiber optic backbone facilitating gigabitProductivity and related services.
present Bihu performances (songs, dancesata transfer to thousands of connected . Fi€ld data acquiring, manipulation,
deliberations or other related presentationshisers. The company is a pioneer in weBt@tistical analysis, delivery of computer
from various Assamese communitiesiesign and hosting in the entire North Easfd@t@. reports and justification.
across the globe in a singular virtuategion of India and also the first in theyour participation
location. Communities residing outsideNorth East to web castIVE EVENTSon
Guwahati will be scheduled for a maximumhe Internet Since Assamese communities worldwide
of thirty minutes presentation per unit/ celebrate Bitu in some form or the other,
location. The distant even will be webcasOne of the company’'s web sites, it is possible to arrange an international
LIVE in streaming video and audio into avww.vedanti.com, which is a filly forum for a single day performance to be
predefined URL/website for the Internet;functional first e-commerce portal of the webcast LIVE over the Internet. Every single
it will be picked up centrally in Guwahati Northeast, also has other challengindocation can arrange for a 30 minutes
for co-ordination, scheduling, center stageprofessional facilities. One major activityprogramming as per its competence and
exposure and inputs to satellite TVwas the LIVE presentation of Rongali Bihichoice but related to Bihu, depute an
channels. The central unit at Guwahati willof Pub-Guwahati Bihu Sanmilan,executive for co-ordination and
be staging LIVE inputs received fromChandmari, Guwahati during April 2001 management, institute the schedule on a
across the world in giant screens along witland April 2002 for a total of 260 hours pre-deined time-slot indoors or outdoor,
local presentation comprising leadingwhich attracted different media exposureuse camcorders to webcast the event live
cultural personalities of the state to creatén Assam and India, and drew the attentioronto a pre-defined URL being provided by
an envelope of events back into the Internedf the world wide Assamese community. It us and watch yourself, us and the world
which everybody can view. Thus, one wil was considered as one of the major evenBihu performances on a pre-configured
be able to participate in a Bihu festivity LIVEof the state during those years. Quoted bwebsite. You may interac with
from across the world in a single platformalmost all media and newspaper houses idistinguished personalities in Guwahati
and in the process possibly make it thé\ssam and India with acclamation, thewatching center-stage presentation on giant
largest celebration of a festival on amompany was elated to have undertakescreens amidst Bihu crowds in an open
Internet backbone — a true techno-culturalthese‘LIVE Bihu’ events on the ne. We exposition, or with others from elsewhere
scenario unlike a multicasting TVreceived scores of feedback emails frorcross the globe also participating in the
presentation where many professionals aracross the globe. The activity was a completelebration and let it all go to the satellite
involved. We ale mnstrained by dobal time  success and will remain in the history book§V channels.  This is an initial
changes and therefore, locations in thes the first public events of NE India beinggommunication for appraisal. If you are
eastern globe will be scheduled fobeamed LIVE across the globe carrying thinterested in the above, you may either
presentation for early evening in Guwahatcultural sentiment of Bihu all over Among present yourself or any one you think can
and for those in the western globe duringhe other major LIVE web cast eventexecute the program or may be your
late night or early next morning making itinclude Cotton College Centenaryassociation that can make it happen. Since,
a 10 to 11 hours of Bihu celebration foiCelebrations and Guwahai Trade Rair a lot of work needs to be done before April
that particular evening. Not more than 10 2009 Rongali Bihu sets in, kindly write back
international locations will be picked up for The conpany offes Turnkey Slutions in  with your complete contact information
presentation. All technical support will be units or multiple of units of the followingand your plans at the earliest (by the end of

provided to interested presenters. categories: November 2008). ¥u can write to us even
* Conplete data handling induding EDP, if you are not interested in creating any
Our background in brief software development, report generationprograms to be webcast.

The company has its presence in the areasalysis and forecast.

of computer operations, sales and service, * Data sorting, validation checkganjib Barthakur, Guwahati
training, software development, webdistribution and security control for both <sanjibbarthakur@rediffmail.com
designing, hosting, video web casting anthagnetic and stationary media.
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Visit www.Assam.org and its sister sites:
www.Guwahati.com, www.Shillong .com
www.Bihu.in, www.ClassAnigo.com, www.Melahi.com



