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Russian Federal Space
Agency cosmonaut Yury
Lonchakov (bottom),
Soyuz commander and
Expedition 18 fli ght
engineer; NASA
astronaut and Assamese
son-in-law Michael
Fincke, Expedition 18
commander; and
American spaceflight
participant Richard
Garriott wave farewell
from the steps of the
Soyuz launch pad prior
to their launch in the
Soyuz TMA-13
spacecraft on Oct. 12,
2008 from the Baikonur
Cosmodrome in
Kazakhstan. Fincke and
Lonchakov will spend
six months on the
station, while Garriott
returned to Earth Oct.
24 with two of the
Expedition 17
crewmembers currently
on the orbital complex.
Fincke’s wife Renita
Saikia Fincke and their
children went to
Boikanur to see him off.
Photo Credit : NASA/
Bill Ingalls.

This issue of Posoowa is dedicated to those whose precious lives
were suddenly cut short in the horrific co-ordinated attacks all

over Assam on October 30, 2008.
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Life has become really hectic these days.
The whole week just passes by with work,
stress, tension and the weekend comes. One
hardly realizes how or where have all the
weekdays gone! Well for most of us at work
that’s the story. So when I get an opportunity
to get away from all the hustle and bustle
even for a day, I never let it go unavailed.
That’s the very reason I jumped and said
yes when some my friends suggested a one
night outing at Pobitara Wildlif e Sanctuary.

So on a Saturday morning in the month of
February we started for Pobitara. It took
only 1 and half hour to reach Pobitara from
Guwahati. There is a place called Chamata
on the way to Jagiroad from where a
diversion goes all the way up to Pobitara
wildlif e sanctuary. The road is motorable.
There is a signboard of the only resort near
the sanctuary: Kunki’s Resort . So prior
booking during weekend is absolutely
necessary during season. Thanks to my
friend Azam, an animal and wildlife
enthusiast, we managed to do that
conveniently.

About Pobit ara Wildl i fe Sanctuary

Pobitara Wildlif e sanctuary, situated in
Morigaon district merely about 52 km from

A weekend break at Pobitar a Wildlif e
Guwahati boasts of the highest
concentration of Great Indian One-horned
Rhinoceros. In fact with a density of five
rhinos every square km, it is higher than
that in Kaziranga National Park. Besides
rhinoceros, the other animals are Asiatic
buffalo, leopard, wild bear, large and small
Indian civet cat , etc. Pobitora Wildlif e
Sanctuary is also home to more than 2000
migratory birds and various reptiles. A
python park was under construction
during the month of February. Moreover
80 species of butterflies, over 16 species of
aquatic plants and 41 species of fish share
their space in the Pobitara Wildlif e
Sanctuary.

Covering an area of 38.81 square km,
Pobitara was declared a Reserve Forest in
1971 and officially was promoted to the
status of a Wild Life Sanctuary in 1987.

The Forest Department has facilities of Jeep
safaris and Elephant safaris inside the park.
Elephant safari is absolutely on first come
first serve basis. Immediately after checking
into the resort, we went to the Forest Office
and booked us for the evening elephant
safari. There were others as well. Since a
few days were still left in the  “picnic season”,
there were about 3 – 4 picnic parties that

day. The forest official asked us to come at
3 pm; the Safari would start from 4pm for
an hour. So after lunch we went back to the
forest office that is only 10-minute walk
from the resort. They took us to the other
bank of the Pobitara River. From there the
safari starts. All the elephant mahouts were
well trained and friendly. The elephant on
which I sat with a friend, was a big male
elephant called Bikram. A big but gentle
giant. Besides Bikram, there were 4 other
elephants. There was also a 10 months old
calf called Bohagi who followed the whole
group everywhere. When asked if Bohagi
can be used for small children for safari,
the mahout denied saying that if now they
start putting the “howda” from a young
age, the growth of the elephant is hampered!
It was clear that Bohagi was the pampered
child of the lot.

Personally I suggest one should opt for the
elephant safari because the elephant can go
inside the jungle and from atop the beast,
one gets a clear view of things around. We
saw so many rhinos! Mostly mothers and
children grazing happily together. Just a
few days ago in January, the whole state
was rocked by the gory image of a “still alive”
mother rhino and her baby killed brutally
at Kaziranga National Park. There at
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Pobitara, when we saw those baby rhinos
grazing happily with their mothers,
unaware of the world, we wondered how
could anyone even think about killing
them! The rhinos seemed so much used
to the big elephants with people on their
backs that they hardly spared a glance at
us.
Besides the rhinos there were hoards of
migratory birds and some wild boars.

In the evening, the resort organizes Bihu
dance recital and a magic show for the
guests.

Mayong – The land of Black Magic

The next morning, we decided to take a
walk along the village of the very famous
Rajamayong before leaving for Guwahati.
It is 2 km away from the resort. Mayong,
the very name itself, is steeped in history
and ever- unsolved mystery. Once
considered to be the abode of Black Magic
or Tantr ic studies, Mayong still retains a
place of sub-conscious human interest.
The modern Mayong has emerged as the
launching pad of tourism. The area is rich
in wildlif e, archeology, pilgrimage, eco-
tourism and cultural tourism. There is a
big stone architecture bearing the signs of
as Assamese manuscript which is 3.85
meters long. It is perhaps the longest
inscription in India. There is a king-size
statue of Lord Ganesh at Hatimura. Other
than that, one can see manuscripts dating
back to 5th and 6th centuries, terracotta
belonging to the 12th and 13th centuries in
the Mayong Central Museum established
by TOURFED. TOURFED is taking many
steps to promote tourism near Mayong. It

organizes a day long trip to Mayong by a
river vessel from Guwahati. There is also
an option for a buffalo car ride through
the Rajamayong vill age. We missed that
because at that time we were not aware!

From Rajamayong, one can now take the
road via Chandrapur to Guwahati. The
road is very convenient and one reaches
Guwahati in 45 minutes! Such an amazing
and quiet place so near this concrete jungle
is simply amazing.

Fast Facts:

Visiting period: October – March

Communication : Nearest airport is
Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi Airport,
Borjhar Guwahati (approx. 75 km).
Nearest Railway station is also Guwahati
railway station. By road one can take the
Guwahati – Jagiroad highway NH 37 and
take the diversion from Chamata. Or else

one can also reach Pabitara from Narengi
via Chandrapur.

Accommodation : There is a forest rest
house. But the best option is Kunki’s Resort
(contact no. 09854612196), which has 5
rooms and 2 dormitories. For weekends
prior booking is necessary.

Text: Mayuri Rajkonwar, Guwahati
Photo: Parasher Baruah.

Special Issue of Posoowa in February 2009
in Honor of Dr. Bhupen Hazarika

A special issue of Posoowa will be published in February 2009 in
honor of Dr. Bhupen Hazarika. Dr. Bhupen Hazarika, the pre-emi-
nent Assamese singer, composer, poet, artist and writer of the past
six decades, was born on March 1, 1926. Himen Borthakur, an
Assamese writer and social worker, located in Boston has grace-
fully accepted the invitation to be the Guest Editor for the issue.
Please send your original material with original photographs and
art work to hthakur@comcast.net; phone; 617-880-9667. The ab-
solute last date for all material is January 7th, 2009.



POSOOWA w OCTOBER 2008Page  4

The  ‘Assamese Meet’ organized by Ramjas College
Assamese students in New Delhi on the 22nd of
September, 2008, was a grand success. It was attended
by over one thousand students from Assam, currently
in New Delhi. It was a memorable experience to share
a series of high quality cultural events performed
professionally by students, well-maintained decorum
and ambience by the organizers, and flawless
continuation of events by event managers. Ramjas
College Auditorium Hall was fully packed by
Assamese students in traditional clothes.

The bilahi -tenga Assamese bhuj offered at the end
was delicious.

The Assamese Meet was started by the Assamese
students of Ramjas College four years ago. This is the
fif th successful year. The main objective of the meet
is to give the feel of “home away from home” to the
Assamese students studying in New Delhi. Though
the initiative is taken by Ramjas students, students
from other colleges and universities participate.

This year, the Assamese students tried their utmost
to make Assamese Meet the best of the best. Practice
was going on in full swing for months. Various events
included Satriya dance, Jyoti sangeet, Assamese dance
fusion and our very endearing Bihu. The   Assamese
one-act play “PANI” which won the first prize in
Assam Natya Sanmillon was also organized with
brillaint performance. The students published a bi-
lingual commemorative publication called “LUIT” in
Assamese and English.

“Assamese Meet’
by Ramjas College Assamese students

Dibya Dutta, New Delhi
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New Leadership Team Takes
over Assam Society of America

President :  Dr. Ganesh Bora, Fargo, ND
Past President:  Mr. Dhruba Das, Coatesville, PA
Vice President: Dr. Samar Jyoti Bhuyan, Phoenix, AZ
General Secretary: Mr. Utpal Borah, Glenmoore, PA

ASA Newsletter: Possowa
Editor-in-Chief: Dr. Jugal Kalita, Colorado Springs, CO
Technical Director: Mr. Babul Gogoi, New Delhi, India

Executive Members:

Mr. Kedar Bhuyan, Mays Landing, NJ
Dr. Nilakshi Phukan, Raleigh, NC
Ms. Bornali Talukdar, Omaha, NE
Mr. Arindam Barkataky, Orlando, FL
Mr. Probal Tahbildar, Kendall Park, NJ

Ganesh Bora has re-
cently been given the
responsibility to lead
Assam Society of
America (Axom
Xangha). He has
worked for develop-
mental activities in
Assam, Thailand and
in the US, associating
with various organiza-
tions. Ganesh is an
Agricultural Engineer by profession and currently an Assis-
tant Professor in North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND.
He is a well-known Precision Agricultural Technologist and
has received award and honor from ‘American Society of
Agricultural and Biological Engineers’ and ‘International
Commission of Agricultural Engineering (CIGR)’. Ganesh was
an excellent sportsman and represented his university in field
hockey and athletics. He also writes poems in Assamese and
popular science articles.

Dhruba Das has been
married to beloved
wife Susan for over 29
years and is blessed
with three beautiful
children.  He currently
lives in Pennsylvania,
USA.

Although born in
Barpeta, Dhruba Das
grew up on the
Gauhati University
Campus in Jalukbari.
He attended GU Model School. He is a graduate of Cotton
Collegiate High School. He completed BS and MS in Elec-
tronics Engineering from Banaras Hindu University in 1973
and 1975, respectively.  After a short career in teaching at the
Assam DhrubaDas.jpgEngineering College, he came to the
USA and earned a second Master’s degree in Electr ical &
Computer Engineering from University of Wisconsin 1979.

After graduating from UW Wisconsin, he worked almost for
20 years with the General Electr ic Company in Malvern, PA
as Senior Development Engineer.  Currently he works for
Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories in King of Prussia as
Senior R&D Engineer working on real-time embedded de-
velopment.  He has several professional publications and
holds a patent on called Current Differential Algorithm.

Utpal Borah  is cur-
rently involved with
Camphill Soltane
Communities, a world-
wide non-profit organi-
zation in the area of
special education, es-
tablished in the year
1942. He is also actively
involved with Soltane
Foundation, helping in
various fundraisings
events worldwide. In
addition, he is also  in-
volved in the development of special education programs in
India, through the Camphill Soltane India Initiative Program.
He has also served in advisor roles for various small non-
profit organizations in Assam and as well as in Gujarat,

Utpal has been invited by Jorhat Agriculture University, MS
University, Baroda and Tezpur University to share and give
lectures about his experiences in working for non-profits in
various countries.

Utpal comes from the town of Eternal Love Tezpur. He left
home when he was 20 and decided to explore his life through
volunteering abroad. His first assignment was in a kibbutz in
Israel in 1999. Since then he has never looked back. He has
worked in Ireland, England, and travelled and explored other
European countr ies. Currently, he is also pursuing further
formal studies on Non-Profit Management, which is like a
dream comes true to him.

Utpal  has genuine interest in sports: He  spends time  skiing,
biking and motorcycling for pleasure. He is also passionate
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about  "youth guidance and social changes".

Samar Bhuyan is
originally from
Tezpur and came to
Kansas State Uni-
versity in 1997. Af-
ter completing
Masters and Doc-
toral studies in En-
vironmental Engi-
neering in 2001, he
moved to Phoenix,
Arizona. Since then
he has been working with Arizona Department of Environ-
mental Quality in Phoenix. Samar has been married to Rashmi
for 13 years. They have a 11-year old daughter Nikita and a
7-year old son Neil. Samar and his family are looking forward
to meeting everyone in the upcoming Assam 2009 conven-
tion in Colorado.

Dr. Nil akshi Phukan
currently lives in
Morrisville, North
Carolina with her hus-
band Debananda
Neog and son Prithu
Neog. She is a Lec-
turer in Asian Depart-
ment (Hindi-Urdu) at
UNC, Chapel Hill,
NC. She loves to
write stories, poems
and travel related articles. Her writings have been published
in different newspapers and magazines. She volunteers at a
Public Radio Station and at non-profit organizations. She loves
to cook. She also loves to organize local shows and parties.

Kedar Bhuyan lives in Mays Landing,
New Jersey with his wife Dr. Ruprekha
Bhuyan and two talented twin sons
Rick and Nick.

Arindam Barkataki  currently lives and
works in Orlando, Florida. He is a native of Guwahati, Assam
where I grew up and finished his schooling. He completed my
Bachelors of Engineering from Orissa, India and then Mas-
ters from Texas. He has been in the US for four years. Since
moving to Florida he
has met many
Assamese families
and has been fortu-
nate enough to inter-
act and make a con-
nection with them.
He hopes that
through this oppor-
tunity given to him to
be a part of the larger
Assamese commu-
nity in North

America, he will be able to contribute in a constructive man-
ner. Hopefully, we will continue to keep our culture and com-
munity together.

Jugal Kalita, a native of Nagaon, is a professor of Computer
Science at the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs.
He went to Natun Bazar Nimna Buniyadi School (Nagaon),
Government Boys School (Nagaon), Ramakrishna Mission

Vidyapith (Deoghar, Jharkhand) for his elementary through
secondary education. He is a graduate of IIT, Kharagpur, Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan (Canada) and the University of Penn-
sylvania.  Jugal lives in Colorado Springs with his wife
Bonmayuri, a professional Bharatanatyam and Xatriya dancer
and his daughter Ananya Lonie.

Barnali Talukdar is a resi-
dent of Omaha, NE and
currently a nursing stu-
dent at Metropolitan
Community College,
Omaha. She loves to read
Assamese novels and short
stories, watch movies and
listen to music besides dis-
cussing different cuisines.

Babul Gogoi grew up in
Chinatoli, Golaghat. He
graduated from D R Col-
lege, Golaghat. An avid
computer enthusiasts and
hobbyist turned profes-
sional, he has been work-
ing with the computers
since 1989. He was in-
strumental in bringing out
the first e-newsletter
'Assam Online' from
Golaghat in 1994, setting
up of first website on Assam - www.assam.org, and several
other sites representing Assam and the Assamese on the
Internet. Currently he is a freelance consultant in New Delhi
working with many organizations. He has a passion for work-
ing with non-governmental organizations and small businesses
in enhancing their capacity and outreach through IT.



POSOOWA w OCTOBER 2008Page 7

Mike’s Space Mission
And The ISS

It was past midnight on October 12, 2008,
in Houston. While most Houstonians were
sleeping, the visitor’s gallery at the NASA
Control Center was alive and packed with
relatives, friends and well wishers of NASA’s
Astronaut Edward Michael Fincke. There
was good reason for this. Astronaut
Michael Fincke, popularly known as “Mike”,
was scheduled to set off in his second
historic space mission to the International
Space Station (ISS). The lift-off was
scheduled only hour away, at 2.00 AM
Houston time, (3.00 PM Kazakhstan time)
to be exact. For the Assamese, Mike is the
beloved Assamese son-in-law astronaut. So
among the group were a good number of
Houston Assamese families who gathered
along with the Saikias, Mike’s in-laws, to
witness the event and to see him off. The
actual launching was taking place in the
Baikonur launch facility in Kazakhstan in
Soviet Russia, the same facility t hat Yuri
Gagarin took off from, some 50 years ago
that started the space age. Mike’s wife Renita
and their children were already on site in
Kazakhstan to witness the event and to see
him off.

The ISS is a research facility that is being
assembled, bit by bit, in its orbit in space
since 1998. The ISS is orbiting rather on a
low earth orbit of about 350 kms from the

surface of the earth, and can, in fact, be
seen from earth with the naked eye. It travels
at an average speed of 27,700 km
(17,210 statute miles) per hour, completing
15.77 orbits per day, making roughly one
orbit every 90 minutes. It is an historic and
exciting scientific space project for human
civilization. The following are some
essential data of its background.

The ISS is a joint project among the space
agencies of the United States (NASA),
Russia (RKA), Japan (JAXA), Canada
(CSA) and European Space Agency (ESA).
Several others countries such as Brazil and
Italy are also participating in the program
while some other countries are showing
interest in joining. The ISS is a continuation
of several other previously planned space
stations: Russia’s Mir 2, the U.S. Space
Station Freedom, the European Columbus,
and Kibo, the Japanese Experiment
Module. India is yet to decide if it will join
the project.

The first three-member Expedition 1 crew
to the ISS was launched in 2000 atop a Soyuz
rocket on Soyuz TM-31 from the Baikonur
Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. Their four-
month tour aboard the ISS officially ended
on March 2001. Since then the ISS has been
continuously staffed with revolving crew

Russian Federal Space Agency
cosmonaut Yury Lonchakov (bottom),
Soyuz commander and Expedition 18
flight engineer; NASA astronaut and
Assamese son-in-law Michael Fincke,
Expedition 18 commander; and
American spacefli ght participant
Richard Garriott wave farewell from the
steps of the Soyuz launch pad prior to
their launch in the Soyuz TMA-13
spacecraft on Oct. 12, 2008 from the
Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan.
Fincke and Lonchakov will spend six
months on the station, while Garriott
returned to Earth Oct. 24 with two of
the Expedition 17 crewmembers
currently on the orbital complex.
Fincke’s wife Renit a Saikia Fincke and
their children went to Boikanur to see
him off.  Photo Credit : NASA/Bill
Ingalls.

members thereby providing a permanent
human presence in space

The ISS is serviced primarily by Russian
Soyuz and Progress spacecraft and by U.S.
Space Shuttle orbiters. On March , 2008,
the European Space Agency (ESA)
launched an Ariane 5 with the first
Automated Transfer Vehicle, Jules Verne,
toward the ISS carrying over 8,000
kilograms of cargo.

For Mike and everybody else, this is a
historic mission in many ways. Mike, 41, is
making his second long-duration flight on
the station. This time he has reason to be
proud. He is going as the Commander in
Chief of the mission. Along with him, the
crew consists of Russian Flight Engineer
Yury Valentinovich Lonchakov. With them
is also participant Richard Garriott, a
multimillionair e from Austin, Texas who
is going as a private citizen paying his own
30 million dollar ticket.

At present the ISS has a capacity for a crew
of three. In order to fulfill an active
research program it will eventually increase
the capacity to hold 6 crew members. Early
crew members came from the Russian and
U.S. space programs. German ESA
astronaut Thomas Reiter joined the
Expedition 13 crew in July 2006, becoming
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the first crew member from another space
agency. The station has, however, been
visited by astronauts from 16 countries.
There is a proposal that an Indian astronaut
will be included in near future. The ISS
was also the destination of the first five
space tourists.

The audience in Houston was observing
the event in several giant screens in the
NASA Mission Control center where the
live events were projected from the other
end of the globe. The eager audience in the
Control Room was ready with many
questions. NASA seems to be equally well
equipped for the occasion and was very
welcoming and cooperative for the
occasion. The NASA coordinator welcomed
the audience and tried to explain the
ongoing events. The giant screen in the
middle was showing the orbiting ISS so that
one can see over which country the ISS
was at any moment. Soon the audience was
introduced to another NASA astronaut, the
young Japanese Daniel M Tani. Daniel was
a veteran astronaut of two space flights.
He explained the technical issues from his
own past experience, how the ISS was
orbiting and how Mike and the crew would
join the ISS soon. The orbit of the ISS is at
about 50 degree angle to the equator and is
orbiting from the southwest of the

Americas to the Northeast of the USA over
Europe and down on the opposite direction
on the other side of the globe. The orbit is,
however, flexible so that it f lies over a wide
range of countries

While we were eager to know as much as
we would, we were equally praying that

everything goes right. To our relief, very
soon, the moment came and the audience
witnessed the perfect lift-off in Kazakhstan.
Soon, the Mission Control screen showed
the successful jettison of the propulsion
rockets leaving the Soyuz Space craft to

Continued on next page..
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accelerate into its orbit. The faces of Mike
and the two crew member inside the Soyuz
space craft appeared on the screen. And
Mike showed his thumb up with his typical
big smile. Daniel, the Japanese astronaut
explained to us that within less than 10
minutes the spacecraft will reach its orbit,
and its antennas and solar arrays will be
deployed shortly afterward. He also
explained that even after reaching the orbit,
the space craft will make two or three orbits
before final docking, orbiting along with
the ISS, like a relay race, so that everything
is synchronized for the final docking with
the ISS. Two days later, the three crew
members in Soyuz successfully docked with
the ISS on Oct. 14. Mike Fincke and
Lonchakov will spend six months on the
station, while Garriott returned to earth
on October 24, 2008, with two of the
Expedition 17 crew currently aboard the
ISS as a part of the revolving crew cycle.

There are several scientific experiments
that are being carried out in the ISS. While
many experiments continue over several
expeditions, new ones are being set up and
old ones are being deactivated with the
results being studied on the ground. The
experiments include many scientific
investigations that includes studying how
basic physics works in zero gravity, how
the human body adapts in a microgravity
environment, how the life cycle of a
butterfly works, how gas molecules react
including experiments to observe changes
in an astronaut’s cardio-vascular system,
immune system and sleep cycle and many
more.

Daniel also explained the genius of Mike
not only as a popular team leader in NASA
but for his special linguistic skills. He
casually mentioned that Mike has already
learned Russian and Japanese, and he can
speak both these languages fluently. He also
mentioned that he is now learning Chinese
in his spare times. We know his linguistic
talent. He is already learning to speak
Assamese through flash cards and by

speaking with the Assamese families in
Houston.

As an Assamese son-in-l aw, Mike fell in
love with Assam in his first visit many years
ago. While he was in the space last time, he
took literally hundreds of pictures of the
Northeast, its scenic beauty and the river
Brahmaputra. He also performed a Bihu
dance in the ISS for the Assamese
community. To show his love for Assam,
this time Mike is also going with some
unofficial mission for the Assamese
community. First he is carrying with him a
special Assamese silk ‘Gamwsa’ which will
be autographed in ISS by other astronauts
and will be returned. The ‘Gamwsa’ was

specially given to him for the occasion by
the members of Friends of Assam and
seven Sisters (FASS). FASS is also trying to
schedule some Space Talks with three
educational institutions of Northeast with
Mike. The actual telephone talks will have
to be channeled through an Amateur Radio
on the International Space Station (ARISS).
At present, we are coordinating with the
institutions and trying to make sure that
technicality everything goes right.

One may see more details in the following
websites:

www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station
www.space.gs/iss/08/fincke.html

Also please note that the ISS can be seen
with naked eye. It can be seen even better
with a good pair of binoculars. However,
one will have to know when it will appear
over your area. Normally it is visible only
for five minutes at the most. For sighting
information, one may look at the following
website when the ISS is visible from your
place.  http://spaceflight.nasa.gov/realdata/
sightings/ .

Rajen Barua, Houston

A translation
of Ankur
Bora's article
'Swim with
Dolphin'
published in
Posoowa in
June 2008 was
translated
and pub-
lished in
Dainik Asam.

Adverti se @ Posoowa
Posoowa provides opportunities for

commercial or non-commercial
advertisement that reaches the

Assamese community living all over the
world. We seek adverti sements so that

we can keep
bringing Posoowa to you every month.

Please contact :
 jugalkalita@yahoo.com for rates
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The Assamese community in the
Northeast USA celebrated the death
(“tirovav”) anniversary of the great saint
and scholar Mahapurusha Srimanta
Sankardev on the 27th of September
2008. As has been the tradition year
after year, the community came together
to celebrate the “Sankardeva Tithi” at
the Kingston Presbyterian Church,
Kingston, New Jersey. The celebration
started off with delicious snacks and tea
provided by the attending families. After
the initial pleasantries, everyone got to
the business of the day, remembering
the teachings of Sankardev. There was
naam, ably led by the elders of the
community. Kripa Borah enthralled with
his rendition of the Borgeet. The
gathered friends participated in the
naam led by Brojen Bordoloi, Bimal
Rajbanshi, Pronoti Dutta and Sanjib
Bhuyan. The attendees also
remembered Drs. Sonit Das and Kamna
Das’s beloved father Late Kunjabihari
Das, who passed away a year ago in
Assam, in the naam’s conclusion or
sewa. Everybody enjoyed the Assamese
prasad, of “but-mogu, phol-mul.”
 
The naam ceremony was followed by
the usual scrumptious fare of Assamese
vegetarian food. Again, the ladies of the
community excelled in not only
providing great food, but also in keeping

Srimanta Sankardev Tithi Celebration in Northeast

the kitchen running like clockwork. It
was a great way to remember the
teachings of Sankardev in these times
of strife and unrest. We hope the annual
tradition of the North East Assamese
community will continue for eons to
come. The organizers thanked all the
members of the community who came
forward to make the event a big success

and the Das Family for bearing almost
half of the expenses for the event.  The
next community event will be the Bhogali
Bihu in January 2009.
 
Reported by Shravani Sarma, Marlboro,
New Jersey. Photo by Satyajit Dutta,
Plainsboro, New Jersey

Happy
News from
the Pacific
Northwest
Congratulations to
Anirban and Lalitha
Bardaylaye of
Bellevue, Washington
on the birth of their
first child, Gautom
Neor Bardalaye born
on October 15th,
2008.  Mother & son
are doing well.
Anirban is a nephew
of Late Promode
Baradalye of
Pennsylvania.
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Arangetram
by Gayatri Deka (Dolly)

Young danseuse Gayatr i Deka enthralled
the audience at the India International
Centre on 5th October on her
Arangetram -debut public performance.
She performed for nearly two hours with
precise movements and the promise of
a brilli ant career.
Justice Shri Mukunda Kam Sharma of
the Supreme Court of India spoke on
the occasion and remarked that she has
the talent in high measure to be a great
exponent of the famous dance tradition.
The occasion was also graced by Guru
Padmashree Saroja Vaidyanathan, one

of the pillars of the dance form, who in
turn taught Smt. Anuradha
Venkataraman. Guru Saroja thanked the
parents of Gayatri for their efforts.

Her dance recital included the
traditional margam with Pushpanjali (an
obeisance to gods and goddesses),
Alarippu (an invocatory nritta piece),
Jathiswaram (a nritta piece set to music),

The orchestra was played by Smt.
Anuradha Venkataraman on
Nattuvangam, Shri R. Keshavan on
Mr idangam,  Shri. V.S.K.Chakrapani on
Violin while, Smt. Sathya Krishnaswami
rendered the vocals. Ms Swapna
Seshadri did an excellent job of the
emcee.

Gayatri has been a disciple of the
Tanjavur style of Bharatanatyam for the
past eight years. She has received training
under Dhruva Performing Arts which
runs classes at Delhi Tamil Sangam.
Gayatri has participated in lead roles in
all her dance school annual days. She is
equally apt in her performance of Bihu
Dance and is a regular performer in the
Rongali Bihu festivals of Assam
Association, Delhi. She is a student of
class -IX in Ramjas School, R. K. Puram.
She is youngest daughter of Dr.
Hareswar Deka and Smt. Madhumaya
Deka. Dr. Deka is the General Secretary
of Assam Association, Delhi.

Shabdam (an abhinaya piece depicting
Key episodes from the Mahabhartha),
Varnam (the central piece based on Lord
Krishna and his pranks), Shiva Stuti (a
stuti in praise of Lord Shiva), Padam
(abhinaya piece on Lord Krishna),
Bhajan (a devotional piece on Lord
Rama written by Sant Tulsidas), Thillana
(the traditional concluding piece of
Bharatanatyam repertoire). Manoj K Das

New Delhi
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Sankardeva Tithi Celebrated in Mumbai

Assam Association, Mumbai
celebrated the 559th birth anniversary
of the great saint and social reformer
Srimanta Sankardeva on the 12th of
October, 2008. On the occasion of the
birth anniversary, Assamese people of
Mumbai assembled at Assam Bhavan,
Vashi. The celebration started with
ritual “Naam Prasanga” performed by
Assamese community of Mumbai. The
Prasanga ended with the religious
Ashirwad ceremony. It was then
followed with the distribution of “Mah
Praxad”. Afternoon lunch was provided
to the entire members in the form of
“Khichiri”. Jahnu Baruah and other
prominent Assamese personalities of
Mumbai joined the celebration.

Deepen Rajkonwar
General Secretary, Assam
Association, Mumbai

Loni Mahanta and Pete
Koob performing

Xopotopodi (seven steps
around the fire) during their

marriage ceremony at Jack-
son Hole, Wyoming, on

August 9, 2008 with a back-
drop of the Grand Teton

mountains and their friend
Galen Lichtenstein officiat-

ing. The wedding portal and
the fire holder are  made
from bamboo poles har-

vested from our garden at St.
Louis  and decorated with

marigold harvested from the
Koob family yard at Jackson.
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